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PrETATCTYE 


Tu E following little poem (writ- 
ton originally in the French) acciden- 
tally fell into my Hands, at the Ger- 
man Spa; in the peruſal of which, 
I was agreeably ſurprized to find, 
throughout the whole, a genuine 
ſimplicity of character, happily 
blended with truly paſtoral ideas, 
| and much poetical Imagery. Having 


* more 


s PREFACE 
more leiſure upon my hands than T 
could diſpoſe of, with ſatisfaction to 
EST, even amidſt the variety of 
di®parion abounding at that place, 
I determined on undertaking a tranſ- 
lation of it int Engliſh, I was ſtill 
more encouraged to this attempt by 
a perſuaſion that the ſubjeck was 
better. ſuited to the native ſimplicity 
of our lagguage. 

T have endeavoured, by an atten-- 
tion to the arrangement of the words, 


\ and: 
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and diſpoſition of the periods, to give 
ſome little harmony to the ſtyle; 
without ſacrificing, however I * 
the ſenſe to the ſound. Cic RO ſome- 

where obſerves, that proſe has its 
| meaſures as well as verſe; and the 
only difference, by which it is diltin- 
guiſhed, is, that it is not confined to 
any particular number of ſyllables; 
but indulges itſelf in the liberty of 
making uſe of more, or leſs, at plea- 
ſure. Without entering into an exa- 
mination of this problematical doc- 


A 2 trine, 


ee 


trine, I ſhall only obſerve, that ſuch 
an embelliſhment as the giving all 
the harmony to a ſentence it is capable 
of receiving, cannot fail to pleaſe, 
if the language is natural, not labour d, 


nor ſar- fetch d. This I have attempt- 


ed, and though perhaps not every 


where with equal ſucceſs, I notwith- 
ſtanding hope, from the candor of 
the public, that indulgence which is 


due to ſuch an undertaking. 


An EXPLANATION of the PLATES, 


LAT PI. 
A View of a valley; over which lands a 
hamlet conſecrated to VENus, oppcſite to whuh 
is ſeen the temple of AMATHON TE. Upon a 
flowery bank, under a verdant canspy, AMA- 
RILLIS, a young ſhepherdeſs, is ſitting with 
MirTIL ; their flocks browſing upon the 


meadow, 


FLOAT 3 

IH view continued: AMARILLIS 7s 
feated upon a throne of flowery turf; a young 
 ZEPHIR fans her with his flutterings, and 
ſeveral Loves ſurround her, Mix TIL ſhews 
her to the ſhepherds, 10 taking her fir 
Venvs, prepare to celebrate her preſence. 
Tuo ſwans, birds conſecrated to the goddeſs, 


21 ſtuim 


Explanation, of the PLATEs. 


ſtim along a rivulet, that paſſes through the 
rieadow. = hen Geared 


EA TE IL 
THE ſeens continues the ſame, SYLVA- 
NIRA, another ſhepherdeſs, rival of AMA- 
- RILLIS, 1s ſitting at the entrance of a grotto 3 


the inconſtant M1RTIL at her feet; AMA- 


RILLIS comes and ſurprizes them. 


PLA T:E N. 


THIS plate repreſents a meadow, through 
which flows the river Laden. Alt the entrance 
of a grove ſituated upon its banks, MizTiL 
careſſes the ſhepherdeſs FLoRIsA. A young 

| Sylvan Deity, a behind the trees, gazes 


upon the happy lovers, with inquiſitive atten- 
tion. Two turtle doves, perched upon a tree, 
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| Explanation of the PLaTEs. 


in imitation of their example, indulge in 
amorous careſſes. 
EY LS - 

ANOTHER view of the river Ladim 
FLORA is concealed among /? the reeds that grow: 
u'on its margin; MIR TIL, on diſcovering 
ber, 1sfiruck with infinite ſurprize.. Cveip, 
who had juft diſpatched one of his darts at 
the goddeſs, fires into the air, prepared to re- | 
mount the chariat of VENUS. FLORA aſto« 
 uiſhed, looks around to diſcover from whence 
the arrow came, that ſhe now ſenſibly feels,. 


P L AF: EL * 
JurrTER arrayed in all his glory, atcom- 
panied by his eagle, diſpatches MERCURY to 


declare to FLORA and VENUs, the unauoid- 
able 


- Explanation of the PLATES. 


able approaching death, of the unfortunate 
| fon if Abonts, whoſe defliny he had juſt read 
in the Book of Fate. The temple of AMA- 
'THONTE forms the ground of the plate: near 
to the temple is a pile, upon which is ſeen the 
body of Min TIL: the Loves ſurround it, 
lamenting the death of their brother: Venus 
ke with ambrofie, the body of ber "fan, 
und the Graces who accompany her, partake 
NF ber grief. The High Priz/t, dreſſed in 
his proper ornaments, carries the urn deſtined 
Jo contain the aſhes of MirRTiL. At the 
bottom of the pile, is ſeen the dog of the ſon of 
Vrxus, affiieed for the boſs of his maſter. 


MIR T II. 
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V ENUS ſtill continued to bewait the 
unhappy fate of her belgved Avonts, a4 


with her lamentations made the foreſts echo. 
The afflicted goddeſs, neglecking the fweet= 


ſcented incenſe which burnt upon her 1 


tars, took no delight but in thoſe ſpots, 

where ſhe had formerly been wont to Tee 

her darling lover; and thoſe ſhe but 

ö frequented to indulge her courted grief, and 

gloomy melancholy. There ſhe abandons 

every thought to the diſtracting torments of 
B deſpair. 


EXT 


deſpair. Oft would ſhe traverſe, with 


haſty ſteps, thoſe loneſome walks, the 


once propitious ſcene, of many paſt. plea- 
ſures oft would ſhe invoke the name of 
her Apoxis; for him, her prayers are 
offered up to Heaven; for him, ſhe ſup- 
plicates the infernal powers; but finding 
them inexorable to her W ſhe 
ny her immortality. 


: The tears of love, the anxiety of her 
favourite graces ; nay the dejected aſpect of 
all ſympathiſing nature, could not eraſe, 
from her afflicted mind, the deep impreſſed 


remembrance of a mortal, whom ſhe held 
ſo dear. Such would have continued her 


inceſſant grief, her heart melting ſorrous 
would have © endleſs s proved, had 110. Bot at 


length 


— 
N 
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length perceived ſome ſymptoms, which 
were likely to produce a precious pledge 
of their paſt loves; this happy conſequence 
conſoled her for her loſt Apowis, and ſhortly. 
after, ſhe preſented to the world a ſon, the 
living image of his father. FT: 


Not far from the temple of AMaTHONTE,, 
lies a delightful valley, where the rude 
Boreas never blew his chilling winds; there 
the mild Zephirs continually careſs, in 
wanton ſport, the incenſe-breathing air. 
From hence the goddeſs FLORA ne'er de- 
parts, but with reluctance; and here the 
ever conſtant VERTUMNUs laments, in fecret 


folitude, the abſence of his dear Pomona. 


A little above this valley, ſtands a hamlet 
conſecrated to VEN us. Here the ſhepherds 
B 2 and 


(4) 
and their ſhepherdeſſes, crowned with gar- 
lands of the freſheſt flowers, every morn 


attend to celebrate, in ruſtic lays, the 


-» 
praite? of the goddefſs. Venus is pleaſed 


to grant them her attention; ſhe liſtens, 
with delight, to their ſongs inſpired by the 
artleſs ſimplicity of nature. She is the 
avowed guardian of this favourite hamlet ; 
far whence ſhe has baniſhed reſtleſs ambi- 
tion, and diſtreſsful poverty. Propitious 
to the loves of the ſhepherds, ſhe has 
diſpelled, from the hearts of their ſhepher- 
deſſes, inconſtancy and artifice : theſe in- 
nocent and happy lovers, are ſtrangers to 
the tortures of corroding jealouſy. Ever 
loving and beloved, their hours glide 
along in one perpztual ſtream of never 
ceaſing pleaſures. 

| Within 


. 
Within theſe bleſt abodes, the goddeſs 


of AMATHONTE placed her darling ſon; to 


an ancient ſhepherd named PALEMOx, 
whoſe care and talents to the odd} had 
been well approved, his education was 
with ſtricteſt charge confided. Soon as 
the lovely MirT1L began to prattle, he was 
taught to pronounce the gentle accent of 
his mother's name ; and, as he in age ad- 
vanced, the myſtery of his birth was to his 
fender knowledge gradually diſcloſed. To 
him the old PALEMox oft would ſing the 


loves of VENUS and ADONIS. 


Min rIL would liſten with an eager atten- 
tion to his ſongs; already had he learned 
the great advantages of being ſprung from 


an immortal race, At length arriving at 


3 an 


| te 
an age, when all young hearts are firſt ſuſ- 
ceptible of loves pleaſing paſſions, he joined 
the ſhepherds in their praiſes of his mother, 
whilſt ſhe would dwell with rapture on the 


artleſs accents of her ſon. 


Oh! -thou immortal daughter of the 
ocean, whoſe empire o'er the heart knows 
no controul; thou whoſe attractions far. 
ſurpaſs the brighteſt of thy ſiſter goddeſſes ; 
if the remembrance of Aponis flatters tilt 
thy tender heart, oh] ſend me thy enchant- 
ing girdle, by thy grace's hands, whilft I 
celebrate thy darling ſon, 


And thou chaſte muſe ! thou who, with 
a taſte refined, culleſt the choiceſt flowers 
of the enamelled plains, vouchſafe / to 

| = ſcatter 


„ 
ſcatter, them oer theſe unadorned RURAL 
Ess Ars. W © 0 q 


Ox day as the young Mig II. was 
driving to their paſtures the flocks of old 
PALEMON, he perceived two doves, fair as 
the driven ſnow, which with a ſwiſtneſs 
equal to lightening, traverſed the liquid air. 
Theſe birds, ſacred to his mother, recalled 
to his remembrance the pleaſing idea of 
his immortal origin; his youthful heart 
beat with unaccuſtomed throbs ; he ſighed, 
and joining the melody of his notes to the 
' ſweet accordant ſounds of his hautboy, he 
ſung, thoſe loves. which gave him being. 
Venys was moved; and ſtraight diſmiſſing 

Sen B 4 a; from 


0 
($9 
from her train the art to pleaſe, be gone, 
ſhe cried, and ſubject all hearts to my 
ſon's empire. Attentive to the goddeſs's 
commangs, the little docile deity expanded 
his filvered wings, and in an inſtant took 
his, flight towards the calm retreat of the 
young MirTiL. At ſight of him he felt 
unuſual paſſions, and his tender heart 
already beat with ſtrange deſires; too ſoon 
alas he is ſure to triumph o'er the faireſt 


maiden of the hamlet. 


The ſhepherdeſſes, in order to take 
ſhelter from the fultry heat, had entered 
into an arbour of myrtle, whoſe fragrant 
boughs ſhaded à cryſtal ſtream, which 
ſilent wandered through the verdant meads. 
Guided by the little harbinger of love, 


* 


MiRTIL 


* 

1891 

M1RT1L thither directed his fortunate ſteps: 
he appeared, and al, eye anxious to pleaſe 
him; he ſpoke, and the melodious accents 
of his voice were formed to love and tender- 
neſs. Each entertained, in ſecret, a deſign 
to fetter him in her chains. They, for the 
firſt time, . dreaded the attractive charms of 
their companions : their apprehenſions, 
leaſt the handſome MIRTIL ſhould fall a 
victim to the ſuperior graces of another, 
gave the firſt alarm in their hearts of ſelf- 
tormenting jealouſy. But for thee, oh 


blooming AMARILL1s! was reſerved this 


much envied conqueſt. 


In truth, the ſon of Venus was not 
proof againſt the irreſiſtible charms of this 
young ſhepherdeſs. Approaching her with 

trembling 


= ( w ) 

ll | wernbling ſteps; (whilſt love and paſſion 
[| fpatkled in his eyes} he utters, with a voice 
| replete with ſoſteſt melody, the firſt effu- 

| fions of his earaptured heart. The com- 
panions of /AMARILL1s, no longer able to 
endure a language ſo diſgraceful to their 
own attractions, abandon her: fain would 
ſhe accompany them, but her youthful 
lover oppoſes her departure. Oft ſhe at- 
tempts to leave him, but the perſuaſive 
allurements of his tongue fruſtrate each 
vain attempt. To her he thus addreſſes 

his diſcourſe: ?Tis thou alone, oh bloom 
«ing AMARILLIS! ho hath made the firſt. 
„ impreffion on my unguarded heart; thy 
4 charms alone Have robbed me of my dar- 

< ling liberty; with pride, however, ſhall 

<<-] wear theſe precious chains, if ybu but 


„ deign 


(11) 
* deign to ſmile upon my love. May L 
< preſume to hope, from thee, a ſacrifice 
of my rivals? ſpeak, oh adorable ſhepher- 
, deſs! pronounce my deſtiny. Oh VE - 


us be propitious to my wiſhes !“ 


AMARILL1s coloured; a maiden bluſh 
overſpread her damaſk cheeks; in vain 


ſhe oppoſed to the ſeducing language of her 


lover the ſevereſt countenance, one ſigh de- 
feated all, The ſhepherdeſs has now no 
other reſource than in her flight: ſhe at- 


tempts to diſengage herſelf from the arms 


of her lover; but this ſeducer with his 
tears detains her, and his love at length 
draws ſympathetic pearly drops from the 
bright eyes of the fair ſhepherdeſs. Oh, 
power reſiſtleſs! oh, happy lovers! ye 
"LING taſte 


| 
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1. 
taſte the. moſt tranſporting joys of love 
ſincere; flow auſpicious tears, the ſweet 


effects of an extatic trance, ye but faintly 
expreſs the intoxication of the heart. 


Like as we ſee the bluſhing roſe, by ſlow 
degrees, expand its boſom to the gentle 
breezes of the Zephirs, ſo did the tender- 
hearted AMARILLIs yield to the bewitch⸗ 
ing tranſports of her lover. 


In the mean time, the divine gueſt of 
THET1s had plunged his flaming car into the 
boſom of the waves; the plaintive Puo- 
MEL began in the adjacent wood, the ſweet 
though ſad bewail of her own misfortunes, 
whilſt the mopeing bird of night, dared 
ſolely to commingle his diſmal hootings, 
with 


1 3 ) 
with the "other's gentle and melodious 
notes. "Already had the ſhepherds driven 
back to their folds their fleecy care; their 
hautboys, on which they were wont to | 
breath their artleſs loves, now hung idle by 
their ſides. They recapitulated in their 
imagination, thoſe enthuſiaſtic pleaſures 
they had taſted in the company of their 
miſtreſſes, and the pleaſing recollection 


conſoled them for their abſence. 


Our happy lovers, enchanted by each 
other, were as yet confined within the folds 
of love; they ne'er reflected that the ap- 
proaching night would quickly caſt her 
. gloomy ſhadows o'er the earth, until the 
ſrſter of AMARI1LL1s, fatigued by the arduous 
taſk of collecting alone her numerous flock 


together, - 


8 G 
together; went forth in queſt of their re- 
treat. At her approach, the bluſhing 
AMNARILLIS, hung her head; a ſtrange em- 
barraſsment overſpread her baſhful cheeks 3 
but which ſerved rather, in her MirTiL's 
eyes, to encreaſe her native charms. 
Psycne, furprized by Venus in the arms 
of love, diſplayednot ſuch bewitching graces. 
The amorous ſhepherd has not power to 
quit her: he embraces her o'er and oer; 
nay, his careſſes would have known no 
end, had not the ſhepherdeſs burſt ſudden 
from his arms; and, like the lightening, 
vaniſhed from his view. The ſon of 
Venus, ſeeks her with his eager eyes, but 
ſhe was fled, alas | beyond their reach: his 
heated fancy to his ſight recalls her lovely 
image, and in a frantic tranſport be holds 
| | converſe 


* 


( 1s: ), 
fcured kis fight : he ſees with ſurprize, 
tber bez of, all the ſhepherds, now. remained: | 
alone in the paſture z and immediately col- 
les together his ſcattered flock. 


_ Befere his departure, he crowns himſelf 
with myrtle, and turning his face towards 
the temple of AMATRHONTE he thus ad- 
dreſſes his earneſt prayer to the goddeſs. 
<<. Oh, my beloved mother! how delicious 
garen the ſweets we taſte under thy in- 
% dulgent ſway! what extatie moments. 
<© have Epaſſed with beauteous Au ARILIIS I 
5< my heart ſtill d wells upon the thought 
„ but alas! What unknown trouble nou- 
d difturbs mezrif . ſhe ſhould ceaſe. to 


% Þ$ 5 love 


(. w 
© love me, "FEM pardon, lovely AMa- 
„ RILLIs, theſe ungenerous doubts: thou 
* art indeed too fair, and to my heart of 
<< value too ineftimable; the ſhepherds, 
©. envious of my felicity, will redouble 
ce their attention, and deſire to pleaſe you. 
* Oh, my dear miſtreſs! be conſtant to 
. your ſhepherd : and thou, oh my much 
© honoured mother! preſerve to me entire 
© heart, on which alone depends the 


© future happineſs of my life.” 


- Scarce had he. delivered theſe words, 


when he diſcovered in the air alittle Cypip, 
holding in his hand an arrow, with which 
he had pierced the tender heart of AuA- 
RILLIS. The little wanton God before the 


ſhepherd flew, and regarding him with an 


5 þ air 


6 | 


air of triumph, thus beſpoke him. I am 
© come, by command of AMATHONTE's 
& qucen, to calm your apprehenſions. Be- 
6 hold this ſhaft, which cauſed your 
© triumph over your darling miſtreſs : 
* with care preſerve it, and with it, the 
5 fecure poſſeſſion of her heart,” He ſaid, 
and clapping thrice his gold and azure 
wings, he left a ficeam behind of dazzling 
light. Mig TIL admires the precious gift, 
which thus he had received by the hands 
of the little Cupid : he kiſſes it a thouſand, 
and a thouſand times. Bleſt inſtrument + 
© of my felicity,” in tranſport he ex- 
claims, oh may that virtue, now poſ- 
6 ſefſed, remain with thee for ever!“ The 
ſhepherd then returns his grateful thanks 
to his immortal mother; and having ſuſ- | 

C pended 
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pended his wreath upon a myrtle, he ſought 
again if he could eſpy his charming miſtreſs, 
Her beauteous phantom oft would ſport 
with his intoxicated ſenſes; at length it 
diſappears. AMARILLIS was already ſafely 
arrived at her hamlet; and the ſhades of 
night now forcing from the paſture the 


amorous ſon of Aponis, he hurries to their 
folds his numerous flocks, 
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A LL nature now was wrapt in univerſal 
filegce: Moxrnxus had poſſeſſion ta'en of 
loves envenom'd ſbafts; each ſaceefful 
lover, o'ercome by a bliſsful. intoxication, 
now gently repos'd upon the boſom of his 
miſtreſs ; as yet the gaudy flowers glitter'd 
not with the bright tears which Czzes 
ſheds; as yet the ſilent woods re-ſounded 
not with the ſhrill warbling notes of their: 
gay fGathered inhabitants; but the ſon of 
Venus, rous'd by the moſt tranſporting 
ideas, had already quitted his hamlet, He 


had began to tinge the eaſt with her firſt 
faint colours, 


C 2 MMIRTII. 
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I 


arriv'd in the meadows juſt as Aurora 


„„ 
Mk rr. erects for his ſhepherdeſs a 
throne of the moſt verdant turf; he 


prepares for her a chaplet of the ſweeteſt 
flowers, intent on the deſign to place her 
on his throne, and that all the ſhepherds 
ſhould do homage to her celeſtial charms. 
His preparations finiſhed, he returns to his 
hamlet; thence with ardent haſte he ſeeks 
his miſtreſs, and he finds her, to his fancy 
prepoſſeſs'd, more beauteous far than ever. 
Her eyes, on which the lazy god ef ſleep re- 
fus'd to ſhed the influence of his poppy, ſtill 
bon with moft bewitching languor; ſhe 
appear'd like AGLAE or TyNDARUS's fair . 
| daughter, or rather like the Cyprean queens 
herſelf, The amorous ſhepherd imparts 
to her his favourite deſign: AMARILLIS 
grants him a conſenting ſmile ; too well ſhe 

loves 


1 


( 21 ) 
loves this happy ſwain to oppoſe in ought 


his inclinations, 


* Already were the ſhepherds, with their 
ſhepherdeſſes, aſſembled to rehearſe their 
wonted praiſes of the goddeſs; already did 
the village ring with their harmonious and 
love-inſpiring ſongs. - MiRTII inſtantly 
preſented himſelf before them, and inter- 
rupting the ceremony; there is, oh 
& ſhepherds !” ſays he, *©* in the adjacent 
«© mead a youthful goddeſs, who hath juft 
„ appear'd to me; I ſaw a thouſand 
„ am'rous graces officiouſly engag'd about 
her dimpl'd cheeks, and ſmiling mouth; 
<. whilſt a thouſand little loves indulg'd 
< their wanton frolicks in the tranſparent 


< fluid of her eyes. Attend ye all, and 
| C 3 «© pay 


© 
4 pay your adoration to this heav'nly form ; 
bring with you your hautboys, and 
< cauſe them to refound in honour of her 
"WY beauty; for, doubtleſs, tis the queen of 
<< love herſelf, who is come to reſide 
«< amongſt us,” He ſpake, and haſtily re- 
turning to his miſtreſs, he conducts her to 
the meadow, where he places her on the 
throne himſelf had rais'd, and crowns her 
with his eager hands, VENus, delighted 
with the innocent tranſports of her ſon, 
ſheds on the blooming AMARILL1s all her 


choiceſt treaſures : ſhe genders her as lovely 
28 herſelf. 


In the mean time; the ſhepherds aſſemble 
in crowds together in the paſture; they 


perceive, at ſome diſtance, the throne of 
MiRTIL's 


HB WT 

MiRTII's fair divinity; they compoſe for 
themſelves chaplets of flowers and myrtle, 
and adapting the melodious ſounds of their 
hautboys to the inchanting harmony of 
their ſongs, they cauſe the heavens to eccho 
with their inſpir'd adulation, Theſe 
ſounds, tranſported thro' the undulating 
air, ſoon reach the ears of AMARILLIS. 
Oh ſweet illuſion ! ſhe is herſelf Aae d. 
and dreams herſelf immortal. Their eyes 
are dazzl'd by her bright attractions; (for 
VEexus had diſguis'd the form of AMaARriL- 
LIS to favour the deception- ) The wanton 
Zephirs too, abandon FLora, and with 
their amorous breezes fan the heaving 
' boſom of the gentle ſhepherdeſs. 


* 


C4 The 
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The celebrated river Amys thro' this 


paſture rolls his filver ſtream ; on his ver- 
dant bank riſes a little grove of ever flower- 
ing myrtle, and in its centre ſtands a foun- 
tain, whoſe cryſtal water bubbles, ever 
free from ſtains, There the young ſhepher- 
deſſes condabaly aſſemble to corre& the 
defects of their attire; in this tranſparent 
font they firſt diſcover thoſe early charms, 
with which laviſh nature has adorn'd 
them. | 


In this undiſturb'd retreat the goddeſs 
FLoRA makes her chief abode : within the 
arms of ſleep inviting ſhe repos'd, her 
temples by a wreath incircl'd of the ſopori- 
hc poppy; beneath her feet, confin'd in 


chains of flowers, lay couch'd the ever 


blooming 


( 25 ) 
blooming ſpring ; about her ſmiling mouth 
the ſportive Zephirs, &er they had forſaken 


her, were wont to play their various gam- 
bols. A linnet accidentally alights upon 
the myrtle, which protects the goddeſs with 
its ſhade, FLORA diſturb'd awakes, great 
is her ſurprize, ſhe ſees no where her 
bruant Zephirs; aloud ſhe calls them, but 
alas! in vain, her voice is loſt in air; with 
rage tranſported the ariſes, and every where 
explores the receſſes of the grove: thence 
ſhe ſeeks the paſture, where ſhe diſcovers a 
throne, and at a diſtance ſees her inconſtant 
| Zephirs careſſing the beauties of a youthful 
ſhepherdeſs. At this afflicting fight, the 
' goddeſs quickly feels thoſe dread emotions, 
which are inſpir'd by, rankling jealouſy 
alone. Forthwith ſhe orders to her car 

her 
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Her fleeteſt ſwallows, and being ſoon pre- | 
par'd, theſe winged meſſengers of the 
ſpring cleave by their rapid flight the azure 
clouds, FLORA directs their courſe toward 
the gloomy temple of old age; there to 
implore the aid of this moſt formidable 


divinity. 


Upon the ever frozen banks of the river 
Syphax, ftands a venerable wood of ancient 
oak; old Time, e'er ſince the firſt forma- 
tion of the world from rude miſhapen chaos, 
had planted it himſelf, impenetrable by the 
ſmalleſt ray of light. Within this gloomy 
ſpot delight to dwell the boiſterous northern 
winds, -who have excluded thence the ever 
gentle Zephirs; no human being &er ap- 


proaches, but with trembling ſteps, this 
dark 


4 25 ) 


dark retreatz nor dares the little god of 


love, his preſence truſt within theſe bane- 


ful confines, In the centre of this dread- 


inſpiring foreſt, appears the palace of old 


age: there fits the hagged goddeſs on her 
tottering throne; in one wither'd hand ſhe 
holds her ſceptre ever ready to forſake her, 
and with the other, ſhe from her chaces all 
youth-loving pleaſures. At her fide attend 
bitter repentance, black-complexion'd ava- 
rice, baneful diſeaſes, and reproachful im- 
potence. FLORA encounters this group of 
borrid ſpectres; at whoſe blooming ſight 
the ancient goddeſs turns afide her wither'd 
face; her eyes are much too weak to gaze 
upon fuch bright attractions. This on a 
ſudden is perceiy'd by the neglected miſtreſs 


of the Zephirs; who ftrait around her 
ſheds 


— — — 
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ſheds her aromatic ſweets, which quick 
affe& the vacant ſenſes of the venerable 
goddeſs. She now becomes more tract- 


able, encourages her nearer approach, and 


kindly demands the occaſion of her viſit, 
| The artful FLORA, laying at her feet a 
baſket of her ſweeteſt flowers, thus addreſs'd 
her words, | 


% Oh all powerful divinity ! formidable 


© to mortals! oh thou, who with relent- 


& leſs hand by numerous years oppreſs 
their weakly frames, vouchſafe to grant 
«© my humble ſupplication ! 


Not far from AMATHoNTEs's temple 
< lives a noxious beauty, whoſe charms 


© have rais'd the admiration both of men 


« and 


MW 
© and gods. For her the very Zephirs have 


© abandon'd my empire; I ſaw them 


* ſporting on the ſnowy boſom of my 


rival, and prefling with their amorous 
<< gales her ſmiling lips. Who will hence- 
** forth their offerings bring to FLorA's 
* altars? without theſe dear perfidious 


my powers are ineffectual; they are my 


* ſole ſupport: it is alone their gentle 
% fgales which cauſe my flowers to blow. 
© Oh potent goddeſs! if thou art not 
* become inſenſible to the wrongs of a 


© much injur'd divinity, oh leave, but for 


% a while, your dark abode; oh haſten, 


© with revengeful hand, to ſpread upon 


the forehead of my preſumptuous rival, 


© thoſe hideous wrinkles which attend 


„ your train,” Rous'd to revenge, the 


hagged 


* 
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hagged ' goddeſs, ſhaking firſt her hoary 
locks, quick ſeizes on her cyprus crutch, 


and by its aid is mounted into the car of 


the impatient miſtreſs of the Zephirs. 


Already diſtant from her deteſted 
palace, they diſcover the pround temple 
which AMATHUsA's ſons had dedicated to 
their queen, and the unfortunate ſon of 
Cynir1s. Arriv'd at length in the paſtures, 
they perceive the beauteous AMARILLIS ; 
the old ſhepherds, proſtrate - before her 
throne, were paying their adoration to her 
celeſtial charms; they ſeem forgetful of old 
age herſelf; Their amorous looks, atten- 
tive fix'd upon this youthful ſhepherdeſs, 
expreſs that fire in their boſoms unextinct, 
which formerly had burnt with fiercer rage. 

2 This 


3 

This fight ſo mortifying to her pride affects, 
with indignation, this deteſted goddeſs ; 
who is herſelf inclin'd to doubt her power 
o'er the blooming AMARILLIs. She 
haſtens her approach, when ſtarting ſudden 
from their humble poſture, the affrighted 
ſhepherds, all agaſt and trembling ſtand ; 
the unhappy victim faints upon her throne, 
whilſt with relentleſs hands the goddeſs 
ſpreads upon that face, where charms innu- 
merable ſhon, her youth-deſtraQtive 
wrinkles; then mounting on the tardy 
wings of chilling years, ſhe ſtrait reviſits her 
obſcure retreat. FLoRA regarding on her 
rival's cheeks the furrow'd traces of the 
avenging goddeſs, lets looſe her moſt inſult- 
ing joy: tranſported ſhe regains her car, 

| | Wn 1 


* 


4 


and the fleet ſwallows thus exulting, waſt 


her thro' the air. 


Mix ri at length, with trembling ſteps, 
approaches AMARILLI1s, when, oh dreadful 
to relate ! he recollects no more his hapleſs 
miſtreſs; no longer he diſcovers thoſe 
divine attractions which had inſpir'd his 


love. Affrighted, he retreats his backward 


ſteps; the ſhepherdeſs with tendereſt accent 


calls upon his name; again he yields to the 


well known muſick of her voice; again 
diſguſted at her frightful form, he flies and 
ſeeks with haſty ſteps the neighbouring 
groves, there, to deplore his wretched fate. 
There the indu}g'd remembrance, of... the 
fattering pleaſures, he had taſſed. in, the 
company of bis dear AMARILLIs;xckindles 

/ all 
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all bie tenderneſt; he groans; and lifting up 
to heaveri His expanded hands, he thus ad- 
dreſſes his diſtreſsſul prayer to his immortal 
mother. 2 


Oh goddeſs! haſten to revenge this 

% daring inſult on your ſovereign empire : 
< behold the faireſt object of your moſt li- 
< peral bounty, now expos d a victim to the 
implacable fury of your inveterate enemy: 
e behold upon that piteous face, where with 
© unſparing hands thou once did ſhed thy 
« choiceſt treaſures; the dreadful ravages of 
* envious old age. Oh haſten to ber aid! 
« youchfafe to poliſh oer her wtinkled fore- 
head with thoſe fingers, ever fraught with 
dhe roſe and lilly; ſenſible to their touch, 
* the'bluſhing bloom l ſoon! rekitidle on 
D & her 


( ++ ) 

o her faded cheeks.;. Oh powerful, goddeſs 
Fare me hack my darling miſtreſs; re- 
©; axe ta my afflicted heart my; deareſt, A- 
— MARILLI 8.5 cach day, ado rn'd l Wi th,.chapr 
* lets_of the ſweeteſt flowers, P11 at thy 
< ſhrine. attend, and on thy altars burn the 
ts fragrant myrtle and ſweet-ſcented orange. 
Jo thee I'll ſacrifice the tendereſt lamb- 
Eins of my, num rous flocks.” 

Ide yows of Minrix are receiy d. He 
ſees deſcending from above a. glitt'ring car, 
which, two . majeſtic. ſwans drew, ſwiftly, 
thro' the ambient air. The immortal queen 
of love herſelf attends, to, beſtom f Se 
more her, captiyating charmso ps the 
miſtreſs of her darling fon, The can def- 
cends upon the garth y N alights5d/2t 


her 


8 


K 

ker approach the wrinkles diſappear, and 

101 the bloom of ” AMARTELS is again re- 

new'd. Then glancing on her à bewitch-" 
ing ſmile, the goddeſs ſtrait regains the azure 
ſkies. The ſhepherdeſs with eager Haſte 
conſults the adjacent brook, in*whofe re- 

feng ſtream the views her form more 

flattering now than ever. Thence ſhe flies 

to ſeek her abſent lover, whom gently ſhe: 

reproaches for deſerting her. The enrap- 

tur'd fon of Venvs; preſſes her to his 

boſom; his ſighs difatm the reſentment of 

the ſhepherdeſs;” and the tendet-heutted 
AuARIIIIs enjoys anew the trafſcendent 

yleuſutes of inſpiring love. Minr m Wales 

to his beloved Thiſtreſs/* the Vow?" he Had 
middle on her account; they crbwm each 
3 of Hbwers: the ſhep- 
D 2 herd, 


| a 3 ) | 

herd, having: EiadPd firſt the ſacred fire, 
plünges his Enife inta the panting bowels. 
on innocent viSim, Sxkilld in the 


baisrn 


ridus 1 rights of divination, he perceives 
that, conſtant flame which rages io the 15 
ſom of bis wiftreG; He explains this ſe- 
eret to . the:ſhepherdeG:: ſhe ſees, alas, no 
tokens of her ſhepherd's conſtancy, and: 
lait imparts. ta hien her anxious ſears. 
Mi ſpares nor ſighs, nor tears, to con- 
vince: her of his even- faithful and eternal 
leres the. gentle; AMARILL1S loves'toa 
much to. doubt her oH en, 
The ſuv, nigh, kid: beneath the: waves, 
na. anger gilded now the mountait's toy 
his. weatied, harſes were "deſcending flow, 
within the . the green- half d Neg. 


tune. 


(7) 
tune. Our faithful lovers ſeek their 
bamlet. In paſſing ao a grove of myr- 
tle, AMARILLIS by chance eſpies a little 
e r which ſtrove by it its ge 


118111103 


of its eee as . e fax | 1 50 9 8 
her tender young. The ſhepherdeſs ap- 
proaches near the ſpot ; the timorous bird 
alarm'd, utters Chrill complaints, whiltt 
the dear partner of its neſt i is fearful to 
abandon the offspring of their tender loves; p 
AvcARiLL1s {cizes with her alabaſter hand 
the «Frighyd, mgther z already. in. he nrade 
a captive, already do her helpleſs young, 
depnyed of their agcuſtom'd warmth, ſeem 
by their .perturbated, motions to demand 
their abſent mother: T5 her little guttering 
r a -die,  pierges with, ite 


19573 45 
D 3 mourn- 
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(8) 
mournſul accents every corner of the grove; 
The ſhepherdeſs is mov'd; ſhe firſt beſtows 
a thouſand kiſſes on the little innocent, and 


then reſtores her to its much-lov'd liberty. . 


With what exceſs of Joy you might have 
ſeen the amorous bird clap his exulting 
wings, and contemplate with rapture 
his reſtor'd aſſociate. AMARILLIs obſerves 
to her lover the tender ſenſibility, no leſs 
than fidelity, of this little animal, Nothing 
could prove more flattering to a miſtreſs. 
The ſhepherd again repeats his vows of 
conſtancy and faith, and at length they 
both arrive ſafe at their hamlet. - 
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Tas amorous e 
takes of ſome new pleaſure with his charm- 
ing AMARILLI1s; every day theygend tage- 
ther their united flocks. With undiſſem- 
bling eye of ſweet content the ſhepherdeſs 
regards her lover's conſtancy, and-the ſhep- 
herd on his part feels daily the return of 
that pure flame, which rages in his heart 
with unremitting ardour for his lovely 
miſtreſs. LI Job 

The fair and ſprightly SyLvAniRA, who 
had hitherto diſputed beauty's ſovereign | 
empire with the more gentle-AMARILL1s, 

en D 4. in 


| . 2) 
in vain, Attempts a conqueſt Our the can 
tvated M TIL; in yain, he-adornachen! 
auburn, hair Nich yariougflayersg. the you 


inſenſible remains to theit atiraction. Ever 


fabfpls, geg egnſtant, his eyes neſer ſtray 
from ale d mfg. The ſhepherdeſs, 
in kind turn, x5jeQs with ſcorn ih vors 


of every pther ſwain; in vain their melt- 


ing .hautboys. they attune io love · ͤnſparing 
notes; in vain: they ſtriye by various pre- : 


ſents to attract her love; AMARILLs lives” 


only for tis happy ſhepherd, But wanton 
love, a foe. to calm delights, whoſe greateſt 
joys ariſe from tears and deep diſtreſs, could 
now no longer wew, without à ſecret 
jealouſy, che tranquil hanhineſs of theſe two 
lovers: he found bis power ineffectual to 


VENus 


Venvs herſelf protected the amuſements' of 
cho meh lefg air; Conſeious of this fl. 
ing, he ſeekes in haſte bis too indulgent” 
receives him in her arms; whilſt from their 
warm embrate a thoufand new botm beau- 
ties ſpring. Oh heav'nly goddeſs! to 
«< what end,” he cries, has partial deſtiny 
1e beſtowꝰd theſe wings' upon me? behold 
e your ſon detain's a captive by two 
* youthful lovers, whoſe hearts are 
4e govern'd by their fav'rite conſtancy, 
* whilſt I am fetter'd to her imperious will. 
On grant that I may freely uſe againſt 
„ theſe bold uſurpers, thoſe arms which 
by yourſelf were kindly given, Mr. 
«I know! has ta'en poſſeſſion of your 
5 heart ; he muſt indeed be happy: ſtill 


cc *tis 
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dis my wiſh to ſee him free at will. to f 
*; xoam- from ſhepherdeſs to ſhepherdeſs.”!. t 
Vkxus again renews her. amorous. ſmile: f. 
Go,“ ſhe replies, “ my ſon, and levy, f. 
« war againſt this daring rival to thy power, h 
ham thou ſhall ſoon expel! the furtheſt a 
« boundaries of the earth.” · 5 

VIniRY N +? | O! 
The little miſchief-loving god, quick b. 
leaves the temple of the propitious goddeſs; fi 
his eager wings in haſte tranſport him to 

the calm retreat, where our infatuated 

lovers were again indulging in the mutual 8 
joys of free conſent. He ſpies them ſeated 0 
on the verdant graſs; their looks, replete fu 
with ſofteſt tenderneſs, expreſs the ſympa- ſe; 
thetic rapture of their hearts; unyonted, kt 
ſighs neee ſteal frem both; but ch 


frightful 5 


(47) 
frightful preſages of approaching ill alarm 
the böſem of the timid ſhepherdeſs* Her 
fears prevail, that Mir It fated by her 
favours would at length forfake her: again 
her lover ſhe conſtrains to repeat his vows 
of love and conſtancy. Mixrir engages 
his moſt ſacred word · bleſt by the Pen 
of this lovely ſhepherdeſs, he vainly 
believes he cannot fail in this his ſworn 
fidelity. 


Love, aforetime wont to be affected by 
the careſſes of theſe innocent lovers, no 
ſooner hears the warm aſſeverations of the 
fhepherd, than ſtrait he feels a fierce re- 
ſentment glow within him. Forth from 
his quiver he draws an arrow faſhion'd by 
the hands of truant levity : "ſwift from the 


„ 
CUTTAOCINT! 
* g* 4 


ſounding 


poſting Go of Anonts; | bisconſtancy, alas, 
js wounded. Forchwith ſhe takes ber ficht, 
and with * bears away all love's chaſte 
fires, leaving in the deſerted heart of 
Marx, nought dut indifference and diſ- 
taſte. The ſhepherd with confus'd em- 
barraſiment gazes on his miſtreſs; no lon- 
ger he diſcovers thoſe divine act e 
her charms, alas, were faded in his eyes. 
The letle miſchief-aking god now raiſes 
in bis beart an inclination to Inſpire with 


lore the beauteous SyLyanmay whoſe 
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image gcßupies his whole : atte ntion. „Ange- 
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RILLIS too rceives the jaw OO I 
go perceives the jnwarl 
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his boſom, , ang with a tender throw 
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 fatlefy her er- anxious rn lie ns N- 
a a to mean evaſion and deceitʒ the art 
leſs Hepherdeſs is but too ang es 
Fim, 28 yet is ſhe a + ranger to ber dir 
misfortune, | ; 


A 3 0 


In the ſame wood where Mixviz had 
met, for the firſt time, the ſhepherds of 
his bamlet, ſtood a- ſolitary- grove unfre- 
quented but by ſacceſsleſs- and forſaken 
lovers; this-loneſome ſpot they never ſeek, 
but to unboſom their diſtraQing griefs, and 
to lament the cruelty of their ſhepherdeſſes: 
ut as, the goddeſs: is propitious to their 
loves, wh ſeldom viſib this deteſtable ob- 
Sastty ity, The ſun was now- about the- 
ade of * his courſe, the Naids- were 


inte their cool. Sn 
3 grottos, 


( 46 ) 

_ Sottoss the. {ylyan-deities were alſo retir'd: 
into the; thickeſt receſſes of the foreſt, when 
AnARnZLLIs propoſes. to her lover a walk 
into this ſolitary grove; as yet the ſhepherd 
knows not to. refuſe her, he een affects a 
prompt compliance, and they both toge- 
ther reach this diſmal privacy. 


SYLVANIA was already arriv'd at the 
ſame place; in order to bewail her hopeleſs 
paſſion, and conceal her ſhame. In vain 
the tender-hearted Mors us ſerks her thro· 
the meadows: SYLVANIRA to the gods de- 
pleres young Mmrir's inſenſibility ; ſhe 
loves not in a leſs degree than RMARIIIIĩ 
this bewitching ſhepherd. Theilittle Cu- 
vid, ho had follow d cloſo the foct · ip 
of our lovers, quickly to the hears conveys: 


c . of 
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bf his falthleſs brother the lamentations of 
the unhappy SYLvAaNira; He quits abrupt 
the preſence of his AMARILL 1s) and flies 
to find this fair diſconſolate. She was 
ſeated at the entrance of a dark cave, her 
ſparkling eyes were bath'd in tears, whilſt 
with a murmuring accent ſhe repeats the 
name of MirTiL. The tranſported ſhep- 
herd falls upon his knees before her, and 
ſeizes, with a frantic joy, her beautious 
band, on which he imprints a thouſand 
kiſſes, moiſten'd with his tears; he even 
dares avow his treach'rous paſſion. 81 
YVANIRA regards him with an air of ſtrange 
ſurprine; ſhe ſuſpects this ſudden tranſport 
to be ſotne ſtratagem of her rival, but the 
inſidious. MixTII ſoon finds words to un- 
deceiue her- Thy powerful allurements, 
70 3 © ohy 


( a ) 


* wY er ſhepherdeſs,” 1 otic 
« haue diſeng⸗g d me from het fetters;- one 
<« ſecble effort of departing love now pleads 


in vain at the bottom of my heart, it falls 


<« a victim to thy all perſuaſive and harmo- 
<«' nious tongue. I have for ever quitted 
* AMARILLIS, who now laments my ab- 
© ſence” at the eftranco- of the grove.” 
SYLVANIRA- to: herſelf returns her earneſt 
thanks to the immortal gods; who- have at 
lengths been ſoſten d by her prayers: elated 
by this:conqueſt oer her rival; and bleſt, 
beyond her fondeſt wiſhes, by the flatter- 
ing reflection of her being belov'd'by 1 this 
dear object of her heart's deſire, ſhe en re- 
fuſe him nothing; the lnconftant Mywriu 
now becomes prodigal of thofe- embraces 
which: alone are due to his faithful A= 


Aris. 


ARIADNE 


( 49 ) 

Atians, deſerted in the iſle af Naxos 
by the faithleſs TRESsBZUSs, felt. hot ſich 
heaft-piercing grief as the unhappy Ali A- 
KiLtts, thus abandon'd by her lovers Too 
well afſut'd of het misfortune; ſhe; with 
trembling ſteps, approaches near the ſpot 
from where ſhe hears her tival's voice. 
The treacherous MtzTit. ſhe diſcovers, 
ſeated by the fide of the too credulous 
SyLvAnina, What an affecting ſigtit, for 
this tender-hearted ſhepherdeſs ! Her gentle 
ſpirits fluQuate between grief and anger. 
At length; unequal to reſiſt the confli&t of 
her Aruggling paſſions, her frozen blood 
within her heart its wonted circulation 
ceaſes; lifeleſs ſhe falls, and her bright eyes 
| ire dosd f in giddy darkneſs : but lo! the 
immortal q queen of love, who Kill rein 4 
* #26 th 1 Ast 214. Q3 1 * 0 der 


ASA 


(. 59 }, 


her Eindneſs for this hapleſs fair, diſpatches 


from her train, in haſte, the youngeſt of her 


virgin graces, who quickly ſprinkles o'er 
her lovely viſage a celeſtial dew, Death's 
wan complexion ſtrait forſakes her cheeks, 
her bloom returns, her eyes once more are 
open'd, and ſhe beholds again the light ſhe 


now deteſts. 


At length ſhe has recourſe to tears and 
keen reproaches, the unavailing weapons 


of neglected lovers. Thou monſter of 


a ingratitude,” ſhe cries, © thus baſely to 


& deſert a miſtreſs whoſe unbounded love 


e to thee was nigh increas'd to adoration, 


1 Inhuman | to reſign me thus a prey to 


s pityleſs deſpair, which now diſtracts my 
** tortur'd ſenſes: traitor as thou art, thy 


« 66 love, 


6 51 

& love, alas, but too ſucceſsful! has 
ce been then diſſembled; thou haſt im- 
© pos'd upon the weakneſs of my ſex: 
& thoſe tears which oft I've ſeen in ſtreams 
« glide down thy cheeks, thoſe ſighs 
© which firſt ſubdu'd my yielding heart, | 
66 thoſe vows of everlaſting faith, which 1 
© have heard repeated o'er and o'er, thoſe 
<« eager tranſports. of affected joy, which 
© ſeem'd to revel in thoſe ſparkling eyes, 
© were all a practic'd artifice upon my 
& weak credulity: thou haſt abus'd the 
& yirgin innocence of a once happy ſhepher- 
ce Jeſs. Oh Venus, can he be thy ſon ? 
« impoſſible! thy tender nature ne'er 
& could cheriſh this hard-hearted ſhepherd. 

„ Wretched as I am, what fate awaits me 


© now but conſcious ſhame and comfortleſs 
E2 *© deſpair. 


(a) 
c deſpair.— No, no, my ſhepherd loves 
© me ſtill; return thou lovely rover to 
& affſuage the anguiſh in my boſom: oh 
er haſten to relieve my anxious doubts: to 
& thee thy AMARILLISs ſtill extends her 
& faithful arms. In pity ſcorn not a love- 
* wounded heart which throbs for thee 
lone.“ MrII attended not to this 


addreſs, he was in truth abandon'd to all 


_ ſenſe of ſhame. 


Ide forſaken AmAnitiis ſeeks with 
mournful' ſteps her hamlet, where ſhe be- 
wails her fate with never ceaſing tears. 


The inconſtant ſhepherd, /and:therartful 


SyYLYANIRA; riot uncontrol'd in loves 
delicious pleaſures. The little wanton 


( 6) 


god; now fluſh'd with his ſucceſs, beſtows, 
with waſteful hand, his ſweeteſt: fayours, 
'MirrTir, alas | forgets his former miſtreſs: 
his fickle heart is now diſpos'd to reliſh the 


enjoyments of variety. 


% Quit, thou inconſtant deity, for a while, 
this amorous pair; oh leaye them in the 
folds of thy extatic trance. Aſſiſt me with 
thy wanton fancy to deſcribe thoſe bliſsful 
Joys, theſe lovers taſted, under thy pro- 
pitious ſway: paint in thy richeſt colours 
the confuſion of the love-ſurfeited SYLVvA- 
NIR A. Methinks I now behold. her, with 
diſorder'd boſom, all diſmay'd and ſtrug- 
gling againſt her riſing paſſions : within 
her eyes love's gentle languors and reſiſt- 
leſs fires, alternately appear; ſhe heaves a 
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tender ſigh, her eager lover ſeizes on the 
— already — but pudency reſtrains 
my pen —— already was her lover bleſt 
beyond his warmeſt hopes. 

Oh god of hearts! how pregnant with 
delight, but yet, alas! how flecting are 
thy heav'nly favours ! our lovers now, no 
longer of thy divinity. poſleſs'd, are ſpeech- 
lefs, and confus'd : with difficulty they ar- 
ticulate their broken words; their baſhful 
Jown-caſt looks, no longer dare confront 


each other, again however thou re-kindleſt 
in their hearts thy fire celeſtial ; again 
revive the luſtre of their eyes ; the ſhepherd 
ſeated at his miſtreſs's feet, renews his 
amorous diſcourſe. SYLVANIRA too, be- 
ftows, without reſtraint, ber fondeſt favours ; 

the 


(5) 
the impatient MizT1L, re-inſpir'd by re- 


turning paſſions, would fain have offer'd 
on the verdant turf this ſacrifice to plea- 
ſure; SYLVANIRA oppoſes this attempt; 
her refuſal ſerves but to increaſe the 
ſhepherd's ardour. Alas, unhappy maid! 
in vain you hope by this faint oppoſition to 
preſerve thoſe chains, which for the preſent 
bind him to you. 


Still were theſe happy lovers engag'd in 
amorous altercation, when at the entrance 
of the wood, they heard a noiſe of loud 
confuſion. The ſhepherds, aſſembled toge- 
ther, were in chace of a wild beaſt, who 
was the terror of their valuable flocks: 
with eager ſpeed he flies before them, and 
ſeeks an afylum in the foreſt; The ſon of 
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Apop1s: from a far, perceives his wrathfil 
eyes; he quickly ſeizes on his formidable 
bow, which he inherited from his renayen'd 
anceſtor; he ſtrait ſelects the ſtrongeft 
arrows from his well- ſtor d quiver, The 
dhepherdeſs, alarm d on his account, in 
vain attempts to detain him; he follows, 
bis bow is bent, the winged arrows flies 
with wonderful velocity, and pierces the 
animal: wounded he flees, and leaves be- 
hind a tract of purple gore. Min rx pur- 
ſues him without delay; quick he diſpatches 
another arrow, but without ſucceſs, the 
monſter headlong throws himſelf into a 
hollow. cavern, Arm'd with a ſtakę the 
ſhepherd was. about to penetrate this dan» 
gerous aſylum z but the tender hearted 
ene remonſtrates againſt his incon · 


ſiderate 


(37 ) 
Bderate ardour, in this tender ſtrain. 
4 Oh; my dear MizTix ! I conjure thee 
*<. þy that ardent love, which thou haſt 
*© -profeſs'd for me; I conjure thee by thoſe 
* dear embraces, which I have laviſhly 
e beſtow'd upon thee, expoſe not a life ſo 
5, precious to your miſtreſs ; cruel as thou 
< art! if thou wilt periſh, firſt pierce this 
*© heart which cannot ſuffer life without 
*. thee,” Theſe words were follow'd by 
a flood of cryſtal tears: but the love of 
glory had engroſs d the heart of the gallant 
ſon of Aponis, Once more he was about 
to force this monſter from his dark retreat, 
when his miſtreſs falling on her knees 
- before him, © barbarous man, tranſport- 
ed by her grief, ſhe cries, © fince my 
ii zears cannot impede thy blind temerity, 


4 ait 


(38 ) 
wait here at leaſt until the other ſhep- 
*© herds are arriy'd' at this ſpot, here my 
death is but too likely to precede thine.” 
Her lover could not refuſe her this requeſt ; 
he halts at the entrance of the cave, re- 
folv'd to engage the monſter if he ſhould 
dare to quit his dark aſylum. At length 
the ſhepherds enter the wood; they view 
with ſurprize the bloody veſtiges, which 
they follow: their aſtoniſhment is ſtill in- 
ereas'd to find young Mix TIL poſted at the 
entrance of a gloomy cavern. Each imme- 


diately conceives a ſecret jealouſy, though 


all loud commend his, generous valour. 


If I have not bereay'd of life the animal, 
of which you are in purſuit,“ thus ſaid 
the ſon of Aponts, “think not this neg- 
ect the effect of fear; for by the god of 


CC war 
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< war I ſwear, however terrible his aſpect, 
<< fo far from having caus'd-the leaſt alarm, 
© has but inſpir'd my breaſt with greater 
«daring. Permit me, ſhepherds, but to 
© enter this cavern, and ye yourſelves 
© ſhall bear ybur teſtimonies againſt me, 
« if I approve not myſelf worthy of my 
<< illuſtrious fire.” This diſcourſe far 
from producing the deſired effect, ſerv'd 
but to inflame ſtill more the jealouſy-of the 
ſhepherds, Unwilling to concede-in point 
of valour to any other ſhepherd, they deter- 
mine to leave to chance alone, the event of 
this much envied ,conteſt. They tie a 
bandage o'er the eyes of the fair ſhepher- 
deſs; they make a circle round her; whom 
firſt ſoeyer ſhe ſhall touch with her uncer- 
tain hand, they deſtine to engage this 


ſavage 


( 60 } 

ſavage monſter. The trembling SyLvA- 
NIRA advances, when cruel chance directs 
| her wand'ring hand to ber dear Migtza: 
immediately they looſe the bandage ; when, 
alas l how great is her deſpair, to find the 
danger to which ſhe has expos'd her lover: 
her fluttering heart beats with diſtracting 
fears. But the intrepid ſbepherd, with 
dauntleſs reſolution, penetrates the cave; 
he ſees by the affiſtance of a glimmering 
light, the fiery eyes of his terrible anta- 
goniſt; he ſees his wide extended jaws, 
arm'd with a triple row of teeth, from 
whence a bloody foam came iſſuing forth. 
None leſs than a hero could without diſ- 
may have look d upon him. Mix TI ad- 
vances; the monſter, who finds himſelf 
debarr d all means of an eſcape, utters che 
| moſt 


( 6t ) 
moſt dreadful how!, and ruſhes with à ſud 
den violence on the ſhepherd: Mr can 
ſcarce ſuſtain the impetuous ſhock; But 


Venvs, fearful for her darling ſon;-aids 


him with her immortal powers. With one 
collected ſtroke of his maſſy club, he tum- 
bles to the earth his ſavage enemy: quick 
he repeats his blow, and ſoon returns vie- 


torious from the cavern: the ſhepherds 


mout with joy, and celebrate in chearful 
ſongs his much envied victory. They are 
led by curioſity into the den: ſome are 
ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at fight of the 


prodigious teeth of the monſter; others 


examine his wounds; but all gaze with 
ſtrange afftight at his terrible and enormous 
deformity. Ne er did the iſland of Cyprus 
-- > mouriſh his ſimilitude. And thou, oh joy- 
Jon ſul 
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ful SYLVANIRA! what pleaſures ſparkled 
in thine eyes | with what affecting tender - 


neſs you embraced your conquering ſhep- 


herd ! charm'd with his valour, you even 
applaud yourſelf for being the happy inſtru- 
ment of his ſucceſs. Fhe ſhepherds crown. 
with laurel the victorious Mix ri, and 
triumphant bear him to his hamlet. The 
ſhepherdeſs accompanies the croud ; her 
ſparkling eyes intent are fixt upon the 
object of her love. They arrive at the 
hamlet: the old ſhepherds attend to con- 
gratulate the conqueror, and MirTIL 
joining in the general chorus, they render 
thanks to VENnus the proteQreſs of their 
hamlet. vis 


Our 


681 

Our ſhepherd's paſſion for the inſiduous 
SYLVANIRA. continu'd longer than for the 
artleſs and more gentle AMARILL1s; but 
ſurfeited at length with her favours, he 
languiſhes for other conqueſts, Already 
bleſs'd by the poſſeſſion of AMARILL1s and 
SYLVANIRA, the only ornaments. of the 
neighbouring country, he loge abroad to 
roam in ſearch of other beauties, His 
eager fancy's flatter'd with the pleaſing * 
hope of finding in ſome foreign clime 
young ſhepherdeſſes ſtill more amiable z- 
his wanton and inconſtant heart is all on 
fire to abandon his native country. Not 
content with treacherouſly deſerting two 
lovely ſhepherdeſſes, he wiſhes to infuſe 
diſtruſt and jealouſy, into the minds of the 


young ſhepherds, 


MiRTIL 


664 
Meri having quitted his hamlet, goes 


forth to conſult his goddeſs mother, He 
takes with him the venerable old man, 
who had been entruſted with the care of 
bis infant years. To them the temple's 
ſanctuary is open thrown, and theſe much 
favour'd mortals have free acceſs to the 
goddeſs. Venus, laying aſide the bright- 


neſs of her divinity, receives them with 


becoming condeſcenſion. Her ſon relates 
to her the occaſion of his viſit : the goddeſs 
already trembles for his life, Too well ſhe 
knows the inevitable doom to which impla- 
cable deſtiny had condemn'd him. In vain 
the employs both prayers and tears, to diſ- 
ſuade him from his haſty purpoſe the in- 
conſiderate Mix ri ſtil preſſes her conſent 

i £97 RA to 
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to his departure. The goddefs, by ſuperior 
fate impell'd, at length ſubmits to his in- 


treaties, © Go then, my ſon,” ſhe cries, 


<< be gone, fince tis the will of the i immor- 
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tal gods; go and be happy in your fickle 
loves: you will, however, ſoon expe- 
* rience the rigour of a cruel ſhepherdeſs, 
It is neceſſary to feel reverſe of fortune 
in your life; uninterrupted felicity | 
would but pall the appetite of capricious 


.* man; for the reſt I will anticipate your 


warmeſt wiſhes, . And thou venerable 


ſage, oh may'ſt thou, in recompence of 


thy zeal and tried fidelity, enjoy a long 


a. ſuceeſſion of happy peaceful years, un- 


interrupted in their courſe by ſorrowful 
% diſcaſes,” Thus having ſpoke, the god- 
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deſs, ſtrait invelop'd'!by/'a'cloud; is from 
their fight convey dq. 

The ſhepherds proſtrate adore ber 
heav'nly power, her prieſts attend to in- 
voke her preſence in the ſanctuary. PALR- 
Mon having brought with him a milk 
white heifer, they light the ſacred fire on 
her altar, this done, the prieſt plunges his 
fatal knife into the bowels of the innocent 
victim. The ſacrifice ended, the ſhepherds ' 
return to their hamlet. The ſon of Venus 
immediately prepares himſelf for his 
voyage, and having tenderly embrac'd the 
old PALEMON, he departs from Arcadia. 
This honeſt old ſhepherd, his eyes brimful 
with tears, conducts with a ſighing boſom 


(6 J 

his beloved pupil on the entrance of his 
journey. Once more they take a laſt 
embrace, and are for ever ſeparated. The 
diſmal tidings of his departure, quickly 
ſpread throughout the hamlet. The un- 
happy SYLVANIRA mingles her tears with 
thoſe of the ever gentle AMARI1LLIS. 
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Bowers e 


the ſylvan god reſides, the celebrated river 


Ladon rolls his tumultuous waves: in his, 


turbulent and rapid courſe, he rouſes many 


haughty cities; but ſoon neglectful of their 


cloud-capt turrets, this nature-enamour'd 


river delights to ſport along the enamel'd 


meads: there his cryſtal, tranquil ſtream, 


adorn'd with flowers, ever freſh and bloom- 


ing, is oft conſulted by the youthful 


ſhepherdeſſes : here oft times, whilſt the 
raging dog-ſtar ſcorches with his heat the 


fragrant ſhrubs, they ſeek refreſhment in 


his cooling boſom. *Tis then this amorous 


river, 
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river, whilſt about them preſſing his laſci- 
vious waters, ſeems by his frothy circles to 
careſs their alabaſter limbs ; his tranſported 
waves, a while ſuſpend their courſe to con- 
template their various beauties, and when 
obliged to yield to other waves which urge 
them on, ſoft gentle murmurs ſeem to ſpeak 
the deep regret with which they quit ſo 
many charms. 


*Twas on the banks of this enchanting. 
river, that the god. of the foreſts gather'd 
firſt the tuneful reed on which he breath'd 
his melancholy loves; oft hath this reed 
| bewail'd the fatal change of his unhappy 
miſtreſs the neighbouring ſwains, attracted 
by his airs, with ſpeed wou'd run to liſten 
to the ſound, and PAN was pleas'd with 
* their 
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their attention. He diſdained not to join 
his heavenly voice to the ſimplieity of their 
ſongs ; he taught them the inſinuating art 
of pleaſing firſt the innocent young ſhepher- 
deſſes, and of engaging their affection. 


But of all the ſhepherds whom Pan de- 
lighted to inſtruct, the gay AuixrAs had 
his chief regard; he was handfome, young, 
and active: the ſylvan god would often 
gaze with rapture on his nimble fingers as 
they lightly touch'd his fweet-ton'd haut- 
boy; and his' fame was ſpread throughout 
the villages of Arcadia. For two years paſt 
he had moſt ardently his courtſhip made to 
fair FLORISA, and had receiv'd her plighted 


VOWS, 


At 


1 
At length, all dangers of the ſeas eſcaped, 
Miri arrives at theſe elyſian fields. 
The fair report of young AMINTAs's {kill 
ſoon reaches his attentive ear; he learns 
that, favourite of the god of the foreſts, 
this ſwain outſhone all other ſhepherds of 


Arcadia in breathing forth heart- melting 


ſounds from his hautboy. The ſon of 


Venus is charm'd to find a rival worthy of 


himſelf; already he repeats thoſe leſſons he 
had receiv'd from the wiſe PALEMON, and 
on his flute, which was preſented him by. 
the little god of love, he firſt attempts ſweet 
rural lays; the birds attracted by the 
melody of bis notes, around him wing'd 
their fight: thus arm'd with confidence, 


no more he doubts at all Pan's fav'rite 


24 games,; 
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games, to bear away: the priae fremithis 

Arcadian ſwain. 1205 0&5 29n4i29b yil 

rn 
nei IS Seeds to the 3 
AMINTAsS was wont to feed his numerous 
herds :/he:difcovers from a far, à croud of 
ſhepherds who ſurround: two youthful lovers. 
AmiNTas, reclin'd in eaſy ſtate at the feet 
of bis miſtreſs, ſung to her the power of 
her charms, whilſt all attentive liſtenꝰd to his 
notes. Mix TIL no longer doubts but that 
this can be no other than the ſhepherd fo 
renown'd. He approaches, the Arcadians 
all admire his graceſul mein, and the 
ſhepherdeſſes, as they gaze upon him, be- 
tray the moſt ſenſible emotions, Amir As, 
confiding in his ſkill, provokes young 
Mmril to try with him his powets upon 
the 


( 33 } 


the flute; the cautidus ſon of VEnugarts 
fully declines to enter the liſt againſt ſo 
formidable a rival: the Arcadian ſhepherd 
ſmiles contemptuouſly, and taking his flute 
from the hands of his fair miſtreſs, he 
breaths thereon the ſweeteſt melody. At 
length in proud defiance of the unknown 
Miri, he thus addreſſes his ſcornful 


words. 


6 Oh! ſtranger in whatſoever 


& vale thy hamlet ſtands, if you do know 
© a ſwain more ſkilful than myſelf to draw 
© ſoft melting notes from this ſame moſt 


< ſimple inftrument, let him appear; to 
e him Pl yield the precious heart of fair 


© FLoRisA.”; The fon of Apon1s, with» 
out deigning à reply, preſented to their 
| fight the ſplendid hautboy which he had 


receiv'd from the hands of love : he applies 


his 


( 74 ) 
his ruby lips to the mouth of this divine in- 
ſtrument, and with his fragrant breath, con- 
ducted with the niceſt art, be utters ſuch 
harmonious ſtrains, that at his feet the 
liſt ning ſhepherds proſtrate fall to worſhip 
the inchanting ſound. FLorisa too in 
ſecret thanks her partial deſtiny through 


whoſe happy influence ſhe became the prize 
of this illuſtrious triumph. Venus had 
already to her heart convey'd an inclination 


to inſpire with love her darling ſon, 


AMINTAs, ſenſible of his defeat, has re- 
courſe to this illiberal ſtratagem, Without 
allowing the ſhepherds time to decide in 


favour of his rival, he thus addreſſes his 


inſidious words, ** Oh thou favourite, 
like myſelf, of the god of our foreſts, 


«© who 


IT 


C4 
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ho doubtleſs hath receiv'd from him the 
ame inſtructions; your airs; Tmuſt con- 
©© fels, are no leſs pleaſing than my own, 
and I believe tis not in mortals to decide 
between us. Let us have other proofs 
however, that your ſongs are equal to 
e the melody of your notes. If tis your 
* fortune to prevail againſt me, I again 
* declare, I'II yield to you the precious 
© heart of fair FLORIsA, and to the woods 
I'll ftraight repair, and in their ſecret 


covert hide my ſhame.” 


© AGLANTE, the moſt illuſtrious ſhepher- 
© Jeſs of our plains, forſook her hamlet 
<< for the enticing ſplendour of a court 
<< there ſurfeited with two years reſidence, 


„ ſhe revifited our purling ſtreams, and 


© yerdant 
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*' verdant lawns. I was at that time with 
% Mexinoevs, under the tuition of im- 
% mortal Pan: he made us ſing together 
& her moſt joyful return, and joining his 
voice to ours, we together form'd this 
«© moſt agreeable concert, which I will 
*© now repeat to you, vouchſafe me but 
your kind attention.“ 


Sir 
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Pax, Gad of the Foreſts, 


AmMINTASs, 


Shepherds, 
MEL1BoEus, 


| Pax. 
Yr happy ſhepherds, favour'd of the plains, 
To whom I've taught my own bucolic ſtrains, 
Haſte with your hautboys, near this votive ſpring, 
And tune them to the ſweeteſt notes ye ſing. 


AMINTAS. 
Sing we of ZEPRIRUS whom FLORA weds? 
Or genial dews, the amber morning ſheds? 


MEeLiBoOEvus, 


(78) 


MELIBOEUS, 
Rather the tale of young ADoNIs chuſe, 
Him Venus lov'd, and ſhe'll Ae our muſe, 


7 


PAN. 
In ſylvan guiſe, beneath yon beachen ſhade, 
At leiſure ſing thoſe loves the gods obey'd; 
A far more pleaſing theme ye now may learn, 
Shepherds, AGLANTE will this day return. 


AMINTAS, 
Bleſt day! then after two long mournful years 
AGLANTE comes, and vain were all our fears, 
That dazzled with the blaze, and pride of courts, 
She fled us ſwains, and ſcorn'd our homely ſports. 
Pax. 


No, ſhepherds, noche form'd to gate wenn 


The charming maid exiſts for you alone; 1 


Her native hamlet loves, and paſt ral crook ls, 8 35 
But lo! ſhe treds the path long yonder brook. 


AMINT As. 
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AnaINTAs. 
AGLANTE, the? Oh hear ns what air! — mĩen! 
Pan, tis ſome goddeſs ; tis the Cyprean Queen. 
"Tis bright AURORA 
Or young FLORA; | 
Sweet flow'rs as ſhe goes 
Riſe before her. 
Freſh beauties diſcloſe! 
"Tis ſure AURORA 


Or young FLORA, 


MEL1Bogus. | 
Ye warbling birds new ſongs prepare, 
Ye Zephirs revel thro? the air, 
And carol thro' theſe leafy glades: 
| AotanTey ſeeks theſe happy ſhades ; 
Ye warbling birds new ſongs prepare, 
Ye Zephirs revel thro" the air. 
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ay 1s baue zue b of „ nfo © 
PAN, Apen, Mrlisorvs. 


Tis— tis Aunena! | mY | 
eng ͤ antgaat 

Ve warbling birds new ſorgs prepare, 
Ye Zephirs revel in the * cle 

AMINTAS having finiſh'd, was ſaluted by 
all the ſhepherds, with their zealous ap- 
plauſe, he vainly flatters himſelf already to 
have triump'd o'er his rival; but the modeſt 
MrxTII raiſing by degrees his gentle voice 
thus ſpoke to the aſſembly. 
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e Liſten, oh ſhepherds, whilſt in hamble 
« ſtrain 1 celebiate the metamorphohs* 'of 


<< unhappy "SyriNx Y this ſubject wiffiout 


<c NS Po; "my 97" © euch 

doubt is not unknown 2 You: oft hath 

= * your woodland god your foreſts made 1 
echo 


( 
©< echo with the melodious found of this 
<< dear Naids name. Oh, Pan inſpire me 
< with thy powers moſt harmonious.” 


C LOSE on the verdant banks, where Ladon glides 

In many a winding maze his cryſtal tides, 

A grove there ſtands, in whoſe imbow'ring ſhade, 
The gods themſelves their wanton loves have play'd; 

| "Tis here that VULCAN's fair tho? faithleſs queen, 

Crowns with her blooming charms each fay'rice ſwain; 

'Tis here that love, conducted by defire, 


Doth in fair Ps v EHE's arms with bliſs expire, 
Nd (11 MIN W 70 

Thy feather'd ſongfters, perch" upon the ir, 

In warbling notes proclaim the cloſe of day 

noo ge ian: 

And tender futt'r'ngs challenge love, and reſt. 

O07 bein 2719101 oy be 1 


x 
G Arc 
£11353 A 


17 ih 
* 
Y 

; þ 
4 17 
5 
1 
4 

# 0 
1 


161-0, 
And now the ſylvan god, by paſſion led, 
Ventures, with ſilent ſteps, theſe paths to tread. 
With wiſhful eyes he ſeeks the victim fair, 
The ſole dear objects of his preſent care. 


Fair SYRINX on a flow'ry bed was laid; 
Whilſt love, in am'rous mood, his art eflay'd 
With {killfal hands to cull each flat ring grace, 
Jo aid thoſe beauties blooming on her face: 

Pa views the nymph, and ſeiz d with ſtrange ſurprize, 
| | He feaſts upon her charms his gazing eyes; 
Whilt fear and paſſion, govern in their turns, | 
His flame each moment more reſiſtleſs burns: 

Love ſoon prevails, when how no more afraid 
He boldly ſtrives to ſeize the beauteous mad; 
But lo! awaken'd by his rude embrace, | | | f | 
she flies his preſence with a quick ning pace. 


In 


1 


(HS) 
In vain the am' roug god her ſteps purſucs,, , | 
Enrag'd this Joyely, object thus to loſe, 
The nymph implores her ſiſter's heay'nly aid 
To fave her, e er her virtue be betray d: 
Already vaniſh'd by this glimm' ring light 
A. ſenſeleſs reed's preſented to his fight, 
Diſtracted by deſpair, oppreſs'd with grief, > 
In tears at length he ſeeks a vain relief: 
The reed he plucks, which now his love conceal'd, 
He breaths thereon ; oh wonder ſtrange reveal'd ! 
His ſighs immortal ſounds harmonious prove, 


Aud iſſuin g from this reed form gentleſ notes of love, 
SS —— 


The ſhepherds, in their minds ſuſpended, 
dare not decide betwixt theſe two illuſtrious 
rivals; j they were charm d alike with the 


divine melody of their ſongs ; the ſhepher- 
G 2 deſſes 
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deſſes too, though well acquainted. with 
pathetic firains, were wavering to. pfor 
nounce in favour of either ; when a vene- 
rable ſage aroſe and thus addreſſes this 
doubtful aſſembly. 85 If age and experience 
© authorize me to offer my opinion, I dare 
* declare, | that I prefer the verſes of the 
= unknown ſhepherd, Thoſe of AMINTAS, 
e are in truth, well worthy commen- 
wy dation; but they abound with too much 
wart. The ſongs of ſhepherds ſhou'd be 
* plain and ſimple; 'tis this ſimplicity 


* this illuſtrious ſtranger. His deſcriptions 


are conciſe; his language natural and 


16 


alone which charms me in the verſes of | 


ealy: in a word, his verſes have affected 
me, al I do freely give him my impartial 
ſufferage.” The partizans of AMINTAS, 


6250 
in Vain attempt an oppoſition to this 
ſage's opinion 5 like the feeble reſiſtance of 


ſome ſandy bank, which checks a while the 


impetuous courfe of the torrent, they are 
oblig'd at length to yield to his ſuperior 
power. The Arcadian | ſhepherd, thus 
defeated, to the woods with ſpeed retires, 


where he deplores his dire diſgrace. In. 


vain Pan ſeeks him through the paſtures, 


Hum OO; * : 
in order to reſtore him to his hamlet; the 


obſtinate AminTas, in theſe melancholy 


V 11 31 15] 
groves, impatiently attends his. welcome 
death. 
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Like ome fad wreſtler, when from the 
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courſe victorious j returns, or rather like 


_ uhla”'of towering Pivpos, when 
ab 1 

© bad vanquiſh's | the preſumptuous Max- 
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bs, the fon of Avonis, is cover'd with 


immortal glory: the admiring” the; Perch 
take him for a god, they perſuade them- 
ſelves that tis AyoLLo himſelf, who is 


come to puniſh the vanity of the arrogant 


AminTAs. FLORISA too, regards him 


with uncommon attention; ſhe thinks ſhe 
can diſcover ſomething. divine about him, 


which rouſes in her ;cheeks the conſcious 


bluſh; love and confus'd diſorder; ſparkle 
in her eyes. Our hero, vers'd in the arts 
of love, quickly diſcovers the progreſs he 
hath made in this young maiden” 8 heart; 
already in his warm imagination, he enjoys 
a ſecond victory, which though leſs Hatrer- 
ing to his ambition than the forme,” is dal 
416 2930: 


more pleaſing to hi s render ll. 


407 quo Th 


The 
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The ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes diſperſe 
themſelves, each as capricious fancy leads, 
throughout the meadows, The little miſ- 
chief-hatching god of love, conducts young 
MirTiL and his miſtreſs, to the moſſy 
bank of a pure cryſtal ſtream. Fron ISA 
can reſiſt no longer the prevailing tranſports 
of this happy ſwain. Such did Mount 
Ida formerly behold, when the fair nymph 
CEnone, rewarded with her charms, the 
fervent paſſion of the faithleſs Phrygian 
ſhepherd. Happy lovers] how inexpreſſi- 
ble are the joys ye taſte! in imitation of 
you, the tender dove, without controul, 


exchanges kiſſes with its gentle mate; the 


little nightingale by its melodious warbling 


notes, attempts to raiſe the ſenſibility of its 
dear companion; the gentle ſighs of the 
G 4 Naids, 
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| Nad, are together mingled wich ther foſt 
"raifn\urs of the rippling waves; the young 
SyLvatus; by your joys affected, breaths 
: ympathetic ' ſighs z- your bright example 
kindles in his boſom a flame too fierce to 
de extinguiſh'd ; all nature ſighs in concert 
with your loves. 


— EE... op 


Unfortunate AminTaAs is ſoon, alas! 

forgot. How could an artleſs ſhepherdeſs 

reſiſt ſo many charms as were united in 

our hero f to an addreſs. moſt happy and 
inſinuating, were join'd the powers of 

ſeducing language. Was ſhe to forget her 

lover? his active memory preſents a thou- 
ſand great examples of capricious love. 
ARTANE, in the arms of Bacchus, ſoon. 
forgot the inconſtant Trzstus/Cerna- 


1LUs 


_ 

s confol'd! himſelf with. bright AuxoxA 

ar the loſs of bis dear PRocrzs ;, Venus 
abandond Mans for young ., Adonis ; 
:\Jason, MDA, for CREUs A., His words 

too were attended with heart-melting fighs; 
he fails not to exaggerate the violence of 


his paſſion: in a word, he left no means 
unpractic'd to baniſh from her heart a 
flight regard, which waited but to be 
effaced by the preſence of the firſt more 
* amiable object. Such are the votaries to 
the Cyprean goddeſs; ſuch are the arms 
with which the hearts of innocent young 
ſhepherdeſſes are ever won. 
Shepherds! purſue the courſe which 
MIR TIL leads, and fair ſucceſs will ever 
crown your loves; but ſhun his baſe incon- 
20 | ſtancy, 
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ſtancy, the ill effects of which ye have 
ſeen produce but pain, and ſorrow. How 
many are- the vi cim beauties, who carry to 
the grave the fatal dart which wounded firſt 
their tender hearts how few the ſhepherds 
whoſe fate reſemblance bears to. their un- 
timely end, 
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MAxkIN P, fatigued by the various 
labours of the day, now taſte the ſweets of 


all- refreſning ſleep; this benign god ſheds, 


with a bounteous hand, his grateful poppy 
o'er their wearied eyes; now dreaming 
Fancy's airy crew, indulge their wanton 
frolicks o'er the ſilent earth: ſometimes, 
aſſuming dreadful ſhapes, they ſhake the 
frames of weak, deluded men; again, and 
oft'ner merrily diſpos'd, they flatter their 
diverted ſenſes with ſweet phantaſtical de- ; 


ceptions, 


'FLorIsa, now inceſſantly engroſs'd by 
her new © conqueſt, oppoſes the re- 
membrance 


( 92 ) 
membrance--of» thoſe joys ſhe had) 'taſte® 
e the | ſyreet attacks of this bewitchinig' 
lleep. At length the hopes of flatter! 
ing dreams prevail. She is too willing to 
perſuade herſelf, that her ever ſertile imagi- 
nation will renew thoſe pleaſures that were 
already paſt; alas, vain hope ſcarce had her 
eyes ſubmirted to the power of fleep, when 
: cruel fancy rouſes ſtrange diſtreſsful images. 
She ſces her MrII cloſe confin'd within 
the arms of an unknown ſhepherdeſs : che 
perfidious youth burns with a flame moſt 
criminal he ſcems to habe forgor that cer 
Fron lsx was the object of his love.” Sbe 
calls him, but in vain; the ihcon ant 
wanderer, draf to) her $oicsz” Toni ür 
his aſfduous attention to andthe?" fiftrefs. 
Fanlaag at- length etrapd, Hit Trift 0 


V interrupt 


( 93 ) 
interrupt their lawleſs -:pleafures_ = 1111 SHE 
throws: herſelf wirn fury-on her rivalj ſhe 
ul . but in an inſtant. from the chains 
of ſleep releaſed, ſhe recollects her hapleſt 
errors, ſhe reproaches herſelf for the injury 
ſhe has done her innocent lover; and now 
her paſſions raging high, the impatient 


FLorisA chides the tardy-gated night; 
*« AURORA! indolent Aurora? ſhe 
exclaims, © if e'er thou haſt experiene' 
« the impatience caus d by love, com- 
t paſſionate my. preſent torments; appear 


thou in thy roſy car, and diſſipate [theſe 


10 tedious ſhades of flothful night; thy 


joyful preſence will to me reſtore my 


<< truant lover. But I ſolicit thee in vain: 
s clafp'd in che arms of amorous TITAN, 
4 thou canſt not ſpare attention to my i 


* „ prayers; 
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<< prayers; thou will not ſacrifioe thy 
«. htas'nly' pleaſures to a/ ſimple ſhephets 
e deſs: cruel love, in puniſhment to me, 
* hath rous'd within thy breaſt thoſe ſame 
emotions which now diſtract my reſtteſs 
* boſom.” | | 


Like war neglectal lamb, - indlev'd 
within the ſheepfold, that waits impatient 
for the hour that will reſtore her abſent 
dam to her longing fight, thus and more 
anxious ſtill FLoRISA languiſhes for return 
of day; reſtleſs, ſhe turns and toſſes on 
her bed, | ſometimes ſhe riſes on à ſudden,; 
but ſeeing neither AuRoRA's glimmering 
colours, nor yet the feeble: twilight that 
precedes her, ſhe again renews her melan- 
choly moan. 101 77 ol 1nd . 

. a - At 
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At length the daughter of bright PHogBus 
with her roſy fingers opens to her father's 
fiery ſteeds the portals of the Eaſt. Already 
ETHon and PiRo1s, emerging from the 
boſom of the waves, proclaim throughout 
the globe the preſence of the god-of day. 
Before them bright AURORA takes her eager 
flight, like the timid deer before the winged 
ſhafts of chaſte Diana. 


The ſhepherdeſs with eager haſte aſſumes 
her beſt attire: ſhe runs to pluck the new 
blown flowers, and with them decks her 
ſnowy boſom and her ſhining hair; for this 


purpoſe: ſhe employs art's kind aſſiſtance, | 


as ſimple though almoſt as nature's ſelf; 
ſhe looks around her if ſhe can diſcover 


her abſent lover.—“ What care-more preſ- 
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(46) 
<< ſing,” cries ſhe to herſelf, than that 
<0 detain my ſhepherd from me! can the 
inconſtant leave me thus already for 
< fome other ſhepherdeſs ] can he ſo ſoon 
« forget me! I am diſtracted by fears. 
Alas, what ſecret trouble agitates my 
„ throbbing boſom? in vain I indulge the 
s flattering hope of ſeeing him again; the 
* faithleſs youth means never to return. 
„e gods! each moment adds to my 
diſtreſs, een nature weeps in kind cõm. 
*© paſſion to my ſufferings; - my eyes no 
% more with pleaſute, trace the various 
ec windings of yon fugitive ſtream; yt 
4 little nightingales, no mote your warb 
ling notes dalight mine ears: » Zeeman 
„no longer fans me with his refreſtiing 


77 « Breezes. 
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i Breeges . Alas, theſa:doubileſs; aut the 
$-ſad effects of my ſuſpicious fears; theſe 
ie are the direful omens of tormenting 
, jealouſy. Cruel paſſions | fly ſat from 
*.mez reſtore to me that calm repoſe of 
&. which thus wantonly ye haye bereft me. 
What ſudden ray of mild tranquillity 
te nom beams upon ine! I feel à calm 
be within my boſom; iny lover, without 
&. doubtz will ſoon tetutn to his afflicted 
amiſtreſt: he has not then: forſaken me. 
«The innocent ſimplicity of my heart 

e hath» ſurely touch d him more than any 
Charme I have to boaſt of: lol be ap- 
4+ pears;, I ought to have truſted the kind 
 ©prefagey of this ever faithful heart. In 

. #Wath+ ſhe: ſces ber Minz, who not ex- 


publings3to/.(fird: his ſhepherdeſs! in the 


ber jt H paſtures; 
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paſtnres, was thither;come to gather flomers 
for her Wa 
A > N g ür F le 

Within u n of a e mY 
a . purling ſtream; thither Fx G- 
1s, who had as yet eſcap d her loyer's 
ſight, with haſte retires, and conceals her- 
ſelf behind an orange bower, - With pen» 
live: ſteps. the ſhepherd approaches this re- 
treat: he ſeats himſelf upon the bank bf 
this rivulet: his hands, directed by his 
choice, together aſſemble a thouſand various 
flowers: turning at Jength. his ſace towards 
AMATHONTE's temple, he thus addrefles 


xs} 2001 > 


2 


his ſupplication to che goddeſs. Oh. 


* « Youchſafe to continue ſtill thy. wonted 
eee 3 it is to thee alane 


. 42 * I owe 
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TY 
"owe my conqueſt wer the piefunþt 
de tuous ſwain AMYNTAS; it is to was 
<« alone I ſtand indebted for the precious 
& heart of the fair FLORISA : my life is But 
one chain of thy beneficence. ' Ohy all? 


powerful goddeſs, relax not bf your | 


© xvodneſs to your grateful ſon.” Mrs“ 
TIL here figh'd; and thus continued to ins 
dulge his ſecret meditations, © But, alas! 
M1 FkonlsA as yet appears not; her boſom 
&:hutns not with a flame as quick as mine! 
«rn the perfidious be return'd' in fearch 
Sof loſt AmyNTas ? Oh, no; impollible; 
*I wrong her faith and love. But yefters 
e day ſhe gave me the ſincereſt proof of 
er Affection. Perhaps my ablence at 
«this preſent does afflict her] perhaps ſhe 
a"foeks" me; Cen at this inſtant, in my 

Mod -" WY “% hamlet: 
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( 100 ) 
hamlet: thigbec III fly to meet her.“ 
Quickly be files to be gone; but Fiozusa, 
who. now had fully learnt her lover's im- 
mortal origin, and was no leſs aſſured of his 


lave's ſincerity, ſudden appears from behind 


the thicket which had conceal'd her from his 
fight,  MazTzz ſeeing her thus, attir d, 
miſtakes ber for the reigning nymph of the 
fountain. * Oh, gaddeſs,” thus bis words 
he ſpake, ; retard not here my wandering 
*« ſteps; I am a ſtranger ſhepherd, hither 
. guided by. my love; . permit, me to depart 
ig ſearch of this loſt abjeR of my beart's 
Ws ss tb gairottclt's of (off 


4 j > 
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rs Berbel Sete his miſtake, 


| wich mildeſt accent thus _accoſted; him, 
4. No, lovely ſhepherdgno, you ſhall no far- 
3 ther 


thi 


#7 


( wr } | 
<« ther g6 to ſeek your happy miſtieſs ; tos 
« Jong already have you waited" on her Ff 
« this very grove.” MTI at theſe 
words, regarding more attentively the me p- 
herdeſs, recollects his dear Fronisx. 
Swiftly he flies into her arms, and riots in a 
thoufand clofe embraces. The ſhepherdeſs 
would fin reproach him with the uneaſi 
nefs' which ſhe had ſuffered by his abſence; 
before him now ſhe feels no other paffion* 
but her love. Nothing could equal her ex- 
tatie tranſports. Psycnt doated ih far left 
Cegtes upon ber God of Love; but a8 a 
man, who in a flattering dream enjoys the 
object for which his heart had languiſh'd all 

the day, thus ſhi as yet perceives not,” that 
with ber n . _—_ _ ſon wen than 
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| Iota 
hs painful remembrance of this flattering 


gan bis ih 
rere. "> 15 
Lide HELLO > oa, 
1. 110 2 


Ob, mortals! l favour'd by the gods! your 


ignorayce of futurity is the greateſt bleſing 
vou bave der receiv d at their moſt boun- 
teous hands: : without which, the certainty 
of the evils which attend you, would damp 
the pleaſures of the preſent hour, and r ren- 


1 
* 4 * 


der you inſenſible to their enjoyment. 


"The vindiQtive Fon A, who — not 
baniſh from her remembrance the fad dic. 
bes n reflefted on her charms thro? Aa 
 RILLIS, in ſecret meditates revenge, Fain 


325 


would ſhe puniſh boldly this innocent young 


ſhepherd, who was, alas! the aufe of 
many a fruitleſs tear; but, ſenſible of his 


immortal 


4 
immortal ee, ſhe has recourſe to baſe 


fy Smet 22 {4 + _ 


1 


deceit, and meaner — Mading rd 
together bound in chains her chearful 
Spring, and wanton Zephyrs, with her 


- - * E — 

* * - * *> - > * 
ee 2 
. — — — — 

5 * — — 
* . * 4 3 aw _ — * , ® 


| 
whole train of gay attendants, ſhe delivers 


them j in charge to the God of the Foreſts ; 
and not diſcloſing her deſign, ſhe aſſumes 
the. habit of a virgin ſhepherdeſs. "Her 


robes are whiter than the unſun' d how, 
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| her gl iſtening hair in careleſs ringlets flow 
upon her eaſy ſhoulders : her hand a crook 
adorns, deck d out with ribbons of a thou- 
land various colours, interwore with 
flowers of as various a hue. The zodieſs 
thus diſguisd, | is charm'd with her appev- 
_— and applauds her M-fraught f in- 
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uk foutrs were Again indühging In the 
repetltlon of chofe Joys, - which love alone 
cited in hearts" thus mütuany inſpir'd;/ 
when fi the" foddeſs from à far diſcover 
thei 1 nie approaches, affecting not to ſeg 
them; the "Feats herſelf beſide” a purling 
brock, and plunges in its filver ſtream her 
ciptivating foot: her ſhowy neck, ſtill 
rifing to maturity, is through a Bause 
veil moſt artfully diſplay d. She feigns an 
infant modeſty, which hel ghtens but the 
| nde bloom of her complexion. Doade⸗ 
fels it, under this bewitching garb, ſhe had 
Aüputed with the rival goddefles, the gbts 

6524 Mme would have” gain' "the 
jlgiit ot of rebar: mate. DR 
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(; 205, ) 
At - fight, of ſuch. variety of | chartas, 


Hens A bluſhing, droops her head: not ſo 
the inconſtant Mix r., who burns alrendy 


with defire for this unknown. enchanting 
object; he ſpeeds with impetuous haſte 
to the brink of the rivulet. This counter- 


feited ſhepherdeſs, affecting ſudden fright, 
quick draw her beauteous foot from out 
the water, and flies with ſwiftneſs far ſur- 
paſſing ArAL ATA. The amorous ſhep- 
herd, purſuing cloſe her footſteps, o 'ertakes 
her in the middle of the wood; there fall 
ing on his knees before her, he entertains 
ber with his ardent paſſion : the ſhepherdeſs 
appears confus d; ſhe feigns an unacquain- 
tance with the paſſion of love, and igno- 
rance of its language: ſhe aſſumes an air 
of maiden. fearfulneſs ; ſhe ſtrives ta avoid 

him, 
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bim, MIRTIL, ewe haf. Right; fe 
wakes a ſecond effort to eſcape, him, and at 
Jengtb ſucceeds. Oh, fly nt from me,” 
cries the ſon, of Ano us, „ indulge me 
RI nee! mplating your 

< charms 3. cruel beauty! to loſe you 1 would 
fo Pa death to your adorer: detain 

cher, oh, my indulgent mother, for with- 
out her I ſhall never more know true 
18 « felicity,” MirT1L, thy tears are Vain, 
thy goddeſs. mother « cannot counteract the 
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eee fon of Anoxts flies o'er 
dhe footſteps, of this unknown ſhepherdeſs: 
hut, O dire; mivfortune.! he can no where 
diſcover her; nor ſighs, nor tears, nor all 
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4ks agony..of, grief, ſo ſtrongliy painted jo 


hf bis 
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61 
kis oountenahce, can melt the heart of this 
btiirats goddeſs: he viſits every corner of 
the wood a hundred, and a hundred times: | 
diſtracted he returns to the ſame ſpot where 
firſt his eyes loſt ſight of her: he titers 
every grotto he can find; but ſees no where 
this fugitive ſhepherdefs. ' Oxynzvs' felt 
leſs deſpair, when he beheld his dear EUnr- 
pick, for ever loſt to him, immerging the 
infernal gulf of dark Avernus. The founds 
he utter'd from his lyre were not more 
plaintive, and affecting, than the pathetic 
moan of the unhappy Mix II. Love,” 
eried be, Oh generous love, take pity 
on my preſent ſuffering ; reſtore mie this 
, Toft beauty 1 adore; T'conjure 'thee'by 
ec the tharms' of thy all-beauteous PsvcHE. 
But tis in vain I ſupplicite thee, per- 
: * „ fidious 


( il ) 
5, 6dious as thou art] ſince thou no longes 
& art propitious to my wiſhes; hy didꝰſ 
< thou light within my breaſt the bane- 
E. fal-; torch of baſe inconſtancy; Why 
did ſt thou cauſe me to forſake the fair 
+. EonzsA?“ at her name be ſighs» 
„ Frona,“ he replies, © the gods have 
well aveng'd thy wrongs; thee have I 
<&. deſerted for a; cruel beauty, who ſhuns 


"iy -” 


oo 4 * + 7 
: 


tation; when” he jjetceiv'd- the goddeſs in 
the paſturea. He is gone, lie flies to or- 
take herz already he is about to claſp het 
in his arms, when from bis ſighe fe 
vanifh'd om e ſudden. Structe dumb with 
wender, motionleſs he ſtands, and thinks 
| it 


Thus he preſer' d his mournful lamen- 


* 


{ teg ) 

e alb inchantment: in like manner endy 
the flattering d ram. 

ned od: Tigantd wir ut ow - 3:)gil 199 
The ſhepherd Web" at length, his eyes 
around the paſture in ſearch of loſt FL ORLSA; 
but ſhe is, alas, no longer ſeen; already to 
her hamlet is this mourning fair return'd, 
where frightful jealouſy corrodes her tender 
heart. Aſham'd thus baſely to have" left 
her, he dares not now confront her injur'd 
preſence, *©* But ſtill, he cries, © ſhe 
<« loves me notwithſtanding z her heart is 


innocent, and ſhe is herſelf indulgent; 
© the ſure will pardon my unhappy error⸗ 


With | theſe perſuaſive: thoughts he ſtrait 


regains his hamlet; when lo] be views 


agaiz this, treachẽ rous — She 
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Ges, Miri purſues her with his wiſhful 


eyes; ſhe conceals herſelf en the-banks of 


the Ladon, and is ſoon follow'd -by-:this 
ipconftant ſhepherd, Thrice he-invokes 
aloud, her-beauteous.. preſence ; thrice. he 
explores the watery reeds, in ſearch of this 
falſe hepherdeſs : the goddeſs thus is pleas'd 
to ſport with his diſtreſs. At length, 
unable to reſiſt the torrent of his grief, he 
yields himfelf a willing victim to deſpair. 
Thou god of love, thus cries: the fon 
of {ADONIsy '©*,/oh haſten to receive my 
4 parting breath, oh ſtrait attend to cloſe 
as the life of an unbappy lover; or af the 
« dite misfortune now awaits me, which 
s my indulgent parent mournfully pre. 
ag d, ah baſten to relieve mes from this 
oA 3 « cruel 


(m) 
HU deſtiny. “ Tueſe melting 'atcents" 
ol diſtreſs; Won reack the heart of love's 
inconſtant Deity; he flies to find his bloom 
ing mother. Oh goddeſs, thus in agony 
Hof grief, | he cries, . can 'ſt thou för 
4 kver thus abandon to deſpair thy darling 
< ſon? oh grant me ſtrait to haſten to his 
« ſuecour. E Fly, ſiy my fon,” the 
goddeſs eagerly replied, '< kindle in the 
„ boſom of the relentleſs FLORA all thy 
ce feirceſt fires: ſhe in return ſhall burn 
with no leſs paffion for thy brother; the 
at criſis of his fate is: paſe'd;”** Scarce had 
ſhe:ſpoke, when nimbly he vaults into the 
brilliant car of the immortal queen of love. 
His wings are- uſeleſs now j two ſwans, far 
ſwrifter chan the winds, tranſport him to 


Li era 06 
17913 


ARCADIA. 


( a2 ) 


Ach. Mmm perceives the car, and 
proftrates himſelf before it : the little god 
alights, and with a ſmiling air approach- 
ing, thus accoſts him. I am come to 
20 difipate thy ſorrows; be not deceiv'd, my 
brother, this is no ſhepherdeſs, who 
« haunts you on theſe borders, ſhe is no 
„ leſs than the goddeſs Fora herſelf, 
* who wiſhes to revenge on you the late 
<< diſgrace, of which fair AMARILLIs: is 
the guiltleſs cauſe! but nothing fear, 
<«. ſoon ſhe ſhall feel, and owtii my power.” 
He ſaid, and clapping to his wings, he 
mounted into the air. Like as the cruel hawk 
is ſeen full oft to watch, with greedy eye, 
the timid dove, thus hovers the little angry 
tod above the reeds, in which the goddeſs 

18 - 


(4% ) 
lay conceabd; his piereing eye foon 
ſearch'd her out: he ſeizes! quick his bow, 
from which he ftrait diſpatehes an unerring 
ſhaft; that wounds the unhappy FLORA. 
She knows not whence a blow fo" ſetifibly 
affecting comes; but when ſhe ſaw this 
little revengeful Deity aſcend the ſkies in 
laughing mood, ſhe then repented of her 
follies paſt. Inconſiderate, to herſelf 
the cries, could I be ignorant that no- 
„thing can reſiſt the power of love? to 
< ſport, alas! with this fame God is but 
*in truth to wear his chains.” Still ſhe 
is willing to conceal herſelf from the eyes 
of this young ſhepherd,” of whom ſhe is 
now become enamour'd, but her paſſion 
drags her forth involuntary. Fron flies 
I ſwift 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 


©: I; 


ſwift along the margin-green, ſhe quits her 


borrow'd garb, and re-aſſumes her heav'nly 
form : the ſhepherd, dazzled by her divine 
attractions, regards her but with fear and 
trembling: he ſtill preſerves the ſelf- ſame 


tender paſſion for her, and FOR A now no 


longer treats him with her wonted rigour. 


The Zephyrs, who had eſcap'd the 
vigilance of the God of the Foreſts, ſee with 


| ſurprize their haughty queen permitting an 


humble mortal's near approach : their un- 
expected preſence much offends the god- 
deſs. Why,” with a tone ſevere ſhe 


calls, * have ye thus dar'd to break your 


& chains? why are ye not attendant ftill 
** upon the ſpring ? intractable winds, be- 


* ware 


( 0} 
© ware of my reſentment,” The affrighted 
Zephyrs haſten to reſume their loathſome 


chains, 


Mix TIL, embolden'd by the partial kind- 
neſs of this goddeſs, falls at her knees; he 
holds them for a while within his cloſe em- 
brace, unable to expreſs, than by his ſighs, 
his ardent paſſion. FLORA beſtows a tender 
welcome. Riſe, gentle ſhepherd,” thus 
to him ſhe ſpeaks, ©* I mean not to con- 
cc found you with the reſt of human kind; 
too well I know that thy deſcent is far 
© more noble; come, and attend me to 
„ my ſovereign empire.” The gallant 
fon of Aponis can ſcarce reſtrain the ex- 
ceſs of his happy fortune; he dares im- 

I 2 print 


( 16 ). 
print his kiſſes on the hand of the goddeſs; 
ſhe too is all indulgence : FLORA beſtows 
ſuch looks upon him, as might have 
warm'd old Saturn's ſelf, The ſhepherd 
riſes, and attends this goddeſs of * ſpring, 
to her elyſian fields. 
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BOOK VI. 


W irain a grove, adorn'd with eyer 
Row'ring, and ſweet- ſcented ſhrubs, are 
heard the gentle murmurs of a cryſtal 
brook: its wandering ſtream, which ſeems 
to quit reluctantly a ſpot abounding with 
ſuch various beauties, forms around a 
thouſand artful windings : this pleaſing ſpot 
the goddeſs favors with her choice, there to 
conduct her charming ſhepherd. Soon they 
arrive; as ſoon a thouſand flowers ſpring 
beneath their feet; a breeze more mild is 
felt, with gentleſt whiſpers ſtealing through 
the leaves; the ſportive Zephyrs, from 
| their chains releas'd, now frolick through 


I 3 the 
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the air: the ſpring prepares a bed of the 
moſt fragrant lowers, on which the god- 
deſs ſoft reclines, whilſt at her ſide her 
happy lover takes his willing ſeat, Impa- 
tient to get rid of her importunate atten- 
dants, fly, cries the artful FLORA, to 
her Zephirs, © fly to the gardens of my 
& wide domain, and fpread throughout my 
& wonted bleſſings; let all the earth par- 
te take your ſmiles, and flouriſh; my pre- 
& ſence will alone ſuffice to gladden this 
< retreat.” Obedient to her voice, the 
Zephirs in an inſtant take their eager flight. 
the ſpring next iſſues forth, and now their 

chearful preſence every where diffuſes 
mirth and happineſs. On every fide are 
heard muſick's harmonious. ſounds; on 


every fide are ſcen the ſprightly ſhepher- 
deſſes 
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deſſes adapting to the muſick of their 
ſhepherds pipes, the eaſy meaſures of their 
ruſtic dance; the flowers with their bloom- 
ing preſence - grace the meadows; the 
amorous birds repeat their ſoft careſſes, and 
their ſongs; the air is milder felt; the 
murmurings of. the rivers gentler heard; 
all nature lives again, and ſeems to breath 


but love. 


FLoRA now ſmiles upon her lover; a 
more than lively emotion is in its warmeſt 
colours painted on the countenance of the 
goddeſs: ſhe refuſes to grant one favour to 
this ſhepherd, and yet beſtows a thouſand 
others: at length, with one deep ſigh, her 
tenderneſs breaks forth. Lo! the immor- 
tal falls a victim to all conquering love. 
| I 4 > ——_ 
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This little god firſt ſteals into her heart, 
thence ſubtly tingles through her veins, 
and riots in her ſparkling eyes; the happy 
MiIRTII. is no leſs inflam'd. Their ſighs 
are intermingled, their careſſes are together 
blended, and their ſouls diſſolve away toge- 
ther, undiſtinguiſh'd in this bliſsful con- 
flit : but ſoon, alas! ſucceeds a ſenſeleſs 
languor to the ardent tranſports of the 
ſhepherd : the goddeſs ſeems amaz'd, for- 
getful of her lover's mortal ſtate. MirTiL, 
with a figh, laments his cruel fate, and 


Flora ſympathizes with her ſhepherd. 


I ſee,” ſays FLORA to her lover, a 
<< lute ſuſpended at your fide, O let it be 
the happy inſtrument to celebrate our 
© auſpicious loves.” The ſon of Abos, 


in 


. 


in an inſtant, drew therefrom the ſofteſt 
notes: attracted by his harmony divine, 
the Naids quit their moſſy grottos; the 
jealous PHILOMEL, in vain attempts to 
entice theſe wanderers back by her en- 
chanting ſongs; confounded ſoon, unwil- 
ling ſhe ſubmits to a reproachful filence ; 
but FLORA, the too ſenſible FLORA, en- 
tranced by this ſoul- melting melody, heaves 
a thouſand ſighs; a tender flame is kindled 
in her eyes, ſhe draws with pain her fragrant 
breath; her ſoul ſeems ready to eſcape her 
ruby lips. Mix TIL perceives the ſtruggles 
in her heart: his hautboy tumbles from his 
unnerv'd fingers. Immortal gods! can ye 
partake of greater joys | how much belov'd 
is MIRTIL, at this moment, by the goddeſs ! 
No, not all the ſweet careſſes of the ſpring, 


nor 
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nor all the tranſports of her amorous Ze. 
phirs, are equal to the raptures which the 


felt within the arms of this engaging ſhep- 
herd, Fox A beſtows a thouſand bleſſings 
on the happy reſolution ſhe had form'd, to 
be reveng'd of this bewitching ſon of Apo- 
NIS: to this reſolution ſhe was alone in- 
debted for her exceſs of proſperous fortune: 
without whoſe aid ſhe doubtleſs never would 
have prov'd this paſſion, ' which ſhe prizes 
far above her immortality. | 


The little angry God of Love had wound- 
ed, with an arrow ſo envenom'd, this faſ- 
cinated goddeſs, that nothing could abate 
the violence of her paſſion: already is ſhe 
much inflam'd by her deſires; ſtill ſhe en- 
deavours to increaſe that flame; *tis" thus 


loye 


. 
love rages with the immortal deities. Such 
were the tranſports of the Queen of Beauty 
towards her belov'd Abo Nis . no leſs were 


thoſe of CRPHALus's darling miſtreſs, 


Immortal Jove, who from Olympus 
height beheld. the ſad diſorder into which 
revengeful love had plunged the Goddeſs of 
the Spring, now anxious grew, leaſt too 
attentive to indulge her lover, ſhe ſhould 
neglect to deck the earth-with her various, 
and ſweet-ſcented ornaments. Quick he 
diſpatches the winged meſſenger of heaven, 
to bring him ſtrait the diſmal book of deſ- 
tiny: the fatal book is in an inſtant open'd 
to his vieẽC: he ſees engrav'd upon its iron 
leaves, the untimely lot of the unhappy ſon 


| of Apoxis: Cer three revolving ſuns ſhall 
chear 
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chear the earth, his gentle ſpirit's doom'd 
to take its flight to PLUT0's gloomy ſhades. 
The King of Gods, who in his active mind 
foreſaw the dire affliction for this ſhepherd's 
loſs, which would diſtract as well his, god- 
deſs mother, as his blooming miſtreſs, thus 
addreſſes Mara's ſon. © F ly, quickly fly 
* to FLoRA's cool retreat; inform her 
ce ſtrait, that deſtiny implacable now or- 
© dains her inſtant ſeparation from her 
© lover. Thence to the iſle of Cyprus 
| © haſte, and bear theſe mournful tidings to 
c the Queen of Love; tell her, her ſon is 
not permitted to behold the fourth fair 
dawn of bright Aurora ;,. but. further 
« add, to mitigate the tranſports of her 
<< grief, that to her choice the fole diſpoſal 
** of his fate is given.“ The ſon of Maia 


is 
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is foon furniſh'd with his wings, and 
magick wand, Already diſtant from his 
father's throne, he traverſes the immea- 
ſurable ſpace of heaven: he ſmiles on view- 
ing the fertile plains of Theſſaly, where 
once by theft he had obtain'd the lyre, and 
quiver of ApoLLo, who baniſh'd at that 
time the ſkies, was tending on the flocks of 
rich ADMETUs : he views with greater plea- 
ſure ſtill, diſpers'd upon the peacock's tail, 
the eyes of watchful ARGvs : 'twas he, who 
having lull'd him faſt' aſleep by the ſweet 
ſound of his lyre, reliey'd the Father of the 
Gods. He enters at length the confines of 
Frora's empire. The goddeſs gently 
treads her filent ſteps along the verdant 
margin of the river; and Mix rIL with a 
roſy chaplet ſtrait appears to adorn the 


temples 
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temples of this blooming goddeſs: FlORA 
fweetly ſmiles; ſhe binds her lover with a 
garland of flowers : but the ſhepherd ſoon 
in amorous triumph breaks theſe feeble 
chains. Oh, charming goddeſs,” thus 
he cries, *© theſe links are weak indeed, 
„ compar'd with thoſe of love; for ſee 
% how ſmall the taſk to diſengage me from 
cc them: but vain, alas! would all my 
< efforts prove to break thoſe bonds aſun- 
« der which hold my captive heart.” 
Mercury is mov'd to admiration by the 
gallantry of the ſon of Aponis: he would 
not in his preſence deliver the fatal order 
which he had now in ſolemn charge. 


The ſun had finiſh'd his career; the 


courſers of the moon had already borne 
her 
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her ſilver car into the ſtar-beſpangled hea- 
vens, when Mix TIL. betakes himſelf to 
reſt by the ſide of his lovely miſtreſs. 
FLoRA unwilling to diſturb him, preſſes 
gently with her lips his roſy mouth; ſhe 
fighs, and then again renews her balmy 
kiſſes, whilſt her throbbing heart becomes 
intoxicated with her exceſs of joy. Such 
was her bliſsful occupation, when ſhe diſ- 
covers on a ſudden the meſſenger of Jovx. 
At ſight of him, her fluttering heart beats 
with a thouſand new alarms, A fecret pre- 
ſage of impending ill excites moſt ſtrange 
commotions. MErcuRy, with an air of 
ſympathizing grief, approaches this un- 
happy fair, to whom his mournful words, 
he thus addreſs'd: Oh goddeſs, much 
« adored, the King and Father of the 


immortal 


BY 
q | 
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cc imtnortal Gods, commands your ſepara- 


&© tion from this youthful ſhepherd: *tis 
cc the irrevocable order of relentleſs deſti- 


„ ny.” He ſpake, and in a moment 


vaniſh'd from her ſight, 


FLORA abandons herſelf to the bittereſt 
agonies of ſorrow : ſhe prefers ven death 
itſelf to the bare thought of loſing her 
inchanting MR TIL: ſhe upbraids thoſe 
powers relentleſs, who have oppoſed her 
happineſs. * Let Jovz,“ ſhe cries, 
& controul at will, this earthly globe; 
e nay, let him rob me of my native em- 
© pire; I ſubmit; but thus to raviſh from 
«© me my beloved ſhepherd ! oh, rather let 
« his lightenings blaſt my rebel head. 
“ Relentleſs god! have I oppoſed at any 


„ time 


© Bis 
© time his pleaſures? nay, have not my 
flowers full oft adorn'd the temples of 
his fav'rite miſtreſſes ?” | MirTiL is 
waken'd by her cries; he views with 
ſtrange ſurprize, the goddeſs in a flood of 
tears: *© what ſudden cauſe,” with anxious 
care he aſks, ** can thus produce thoſe 


& cryſtal renne? oh, heav'nly goddeſs, 


< permit me thus to wipe them from thoſe 


“ lovely checks.” FLORA regards him 
with a heavy ſigh; her eyes, in gloomy 
ſorrow clad, are riveted upon him. In vain 
the ſon of Apo1s prefles her to declare 
the unhappy cauſe of her aflition. FLORA 
replies not, but by her ſighs, and the big 
drops freſh ſtarting from ſwoln eyes. 
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1 Mancuav was already arrivd at the 
temple of AMATHONTE : the fatal tid- 
ings, which he thither bore, had already 
ſpread throughout a general grief and 
mourning: Venus bewaild the untimely 
fate of this her darling ſon. ** Relentleſs 
<« deſtiny,” ſhe cried, ©* thou art not then 
© content to have robb'd me of his fire? 
* muſt you deprive me of this only conſo- 
lation to behold him in the lovely image 
of his fon,” Her whole court partook 
of her affliction: the graces were intent to 
wipe away the tears of the goddeſs, and the 
little loves betray'd by their officious care, 
their tendereſt concern. Vxxus perceiving 
their regards, addreſſes thus her mournful 
words. „Oh, my dear children, re- 
4 morſeleſs deſtiny ordains the death of an 


6 innocent 
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innocent young ſhepherd belov'd by me, 
* alas! too much; ſome little comfort yet 


remains; ſince *tis permitted that I chuſe 


< a death moſt pleaſing, oh let him breath 
his laſt upon the boſom of his miſtreſs;: 
fly, fly ye tender loves, ſeize the deſtruc- 
<< tive ſeiſſars of theſe fatal ſiſters; ye ſhall 
** yourſelves, with others taken from the 


* hands of pleaſure, cut the thread of his 


devoted life.” The goddeſs ſpake, 


whilſt cryſtal ſtreams forſook afreſh her 
overwhelmed eyes: her loves alert, and 
eager to obey, ſoon take their flight toward 
the infernal gulph of dark Avernus; they 
wait not grizzly CHAROx's bark, to pals. 
the gloomy Styx; their active wings, with- 
out delay, tranſport them o'er this dreadful 
river; they traverſe the obſcure paths of 


3 Tenarus; 
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T enarus; they perceive the unfortunate 
| Ixion the cruel] EumMEniDEs, in puniſh- 

ment for his inſult to the haughty Juno, 
had fix'd him to a wheel which turn'd con- 
tinually around: ſtill farther they obſerve 
the wretched SYSIPHUS, cover'd o'er.,with 
duſt, and ſweat; he heaves with many a 
groan, unto the ſummit of a mountain, the 
fatal ſtone, which fails not to return upon 
him with impetuous force. Thou too 
attract their notice, O impious ſire of 
Pelops, tormented by a conſtant. thirſt, 
though plung'd'in waters deep. At length 
they reach the gloomy dwelling of tre- 
mendous-PL.UuTo; this God of the infernal 
ſhades is ſeated on his iron throney and at 
his fide is PROSERPINE his queen, She is 
no longer now that harmleſs nymph who 
2 gather'd 
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gather d flowers in the plains of Sicily: ſhe 
is become the moſt relentleſs of the infer- 
nal deities: her eyes with flames of anger 
flaſh, whilſt hideous ſerpents hiſs about her 
head. The timid loves, with terror 
firuck, retreat at firſt their trembling ſteps-: 
at length, aſſuming reſolution, they ap- 
proach the goddeſs. Already PROSERPINE 
appears leſs fierce; nothing could oppoſe . 
their paſſage; the very furies kiſs their tor- 
ches with inſpir'd rapture. They ſtrive, 
alas, in vain to melt the heart of the in- 
flexible ATROPOS; whilſt one amongſt 
them, holding in his hands the ſciſſars 
Venus bad intruſted to his care, attends 
the fatal minute, mark'd by deſtiny, to cut 
the thread of MIR TII's life, 


Thrice | 
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Thrice had the ſun reluctant left the lap 
of THET1s, ſince firſt the cruel order 
pals'd, that FLORA ſhould renounce her 
| darling lover; this unhappy zoddeſs, evely 
moment more alarm'd, reſigns herſelf a 
prey to unavailing ſorrow. Relenticfs 
death ! offspring of ſleep and night! art 
thou not then to be affected by the tears of 
two ſuch amiable goddeſſes? oh that their 
grief could move thee to compaſſion] but 
tis impoſſible; thy ſavage hand, without 
diſtinction, mows all down within the 
reach of thy deſtructive ſcythe. 


The ſon of Apoxis, ignorant of his ſate, 
ſtill preſſes more the goddeſs to relate the 
ſubject of her tears. My deareſt 
«F LORA,” he would cry, « can you re- 


«© fuſe 
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& fuſe to truſt the ſecrets of your boſom 
&« with a lover who adores you? ungrateful 
cc as thou art, I gueſs too well the cauſe of 
« your affliction; I am no longer now the 
4 happy object of your love.” © My 
% deareſt lover, quick replied the goddeſs, 
© no love was ever equal unto mine; 
<« heaven that is a witneſs to my tears, 
4 beſt knows if yet my heart is changed.” 
Mix TIL, reliev'd by this diſcourſe of the 
goddeſs, imprints upon her hand a thouſand 
kiſſes: ſhe ſtrait receives him in her arms, 
and locks him cloſe.in her embrace. Love 
ſeizes this bliſsful moment to interſe& the 
thread of MirTiL's days. The ſhepherd 
heaves a ſigh profound, and expires on the 
boſom of the goddeſs. FLORA, regarding 
now her lover without ſenſe or motion, 


ſuſpecto, 
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ſuſpects, alas, too late, the cruelty of 
deſtiny. To be ſtill more aſſured, ſhe ap- 
© plies her ruby lips to thoſe of her beloved 
MraTtiL: but O dire deſpair, ſhe feels 


no longer that gentle heat which breath'd 


from thence; a mortal cold ſucceeds. 


And now abandon'd to outrageous vio- 
lence, the goddeſs would have pierced the 
heavens wich her cries; but melancholy 
ſilence, child of black deſpair, prevail'd, 
and all her words expir'd upon her lips. 
Her heart is too oppreſs'd, her eyes as yet 
are free from tears; but as we ſee the impe- 
tuous torrent, in its rage, break 'o'er the 
banks which check'd its courſe a while; in 
like manner did the grief of this diſtracted 
goddeſs find its vent. Oh my beloved 

„ Mar, 
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«© MirT1L,” thus her words broke forth, 
© no more theſe eyes are doom'd to gaze 
© upon thee, nor yet theſe ears to liſten to 
* thy enchanting voice; oh, I have fot 
ever loſt theez and is it my unhappy 
© fortune to ſurvive thee? no, no, thou 
© bleſſed ſhade, I will attend thee to the 
© tomb. Oh, I will ne'er be parted from 
„ thee. Receive once more this fervent 
© kiſsz receive my lateſt breath, or elſe 
© revive thyſelf; awaken to the voice of 
«© thy afflicted miſtreſs. Unhappy wretch, 
« in vain I call; his bleſſed ſpirit has al- 
ready gain'd the fatal bark, Ye gods! 
thus jealous of my felicity, annihilate 
de my being; oh take from me that immor- 


e tality I deteſt, or elſe reſtore my lover to 


© me.” 


L Whilſt 
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Whilſt FLoRA thus indulged theſe tranſ- 
ports of deſpair, Venus employ'd her 
care maternal in removing the body of 
MirTit. A funeral pile is rais'd near 
AMATHONTE's temple, on which is placed 
the body of the unfortunate ſon of 
ApoN1s: its ſmoke in clouds aſcend the 


ſkies; the lambent flames ſoon brighten to 


. the ſight, With ſlow and ſolemn ſteps, the 


little Cupip's firſt advance, their bows re- 
vers'd, their eyes all drown'd in tears. 
The ſmiles, and ſports, - with baneful 
| Cyprus crown'd, now ſhed the cryſtal 
tear unknown to them before. The graces 
next in ſable garments clad, ſupport their 
mourning queen. The mortal part of 
MixrII is conſumed : the afflicted Queen 
of Love bathes with her ambroſial tears, 
2 | "*- 
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the ſmoking aſhes of her darling ſon. 
Theſe precious relicts are collected by che 
Graces, inclos'd within a golden urn, and 
by the High Prieſt ſafely lodged within the 
ſanctuary of the temple. 
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line 8 and 9, for the tendereſt 
as EL my num' Tan flocks, read, 
tendereſt lambkin, &c. Page 40, line 6, 
For his beloy'd miſtreſs, read, „ bc 
Page 47, line 10, for beantious, read, 
—— I» 53, line 1 55 for againſt 


her riſing ons, read, gainſt, &c. 
Page 955 3 6, for diltracted by fears, 
read, diſtracted by my fears. 


